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THE FUTURE of 3D Printing
Iggy DeLacey • September 11, 2014

What’s up, Internet? Iggy here with some of the coolest, mind-blowingest stuff that’s been done this side of
the Revolutionary War. And I say “revolutionary” because it totally is. The very notion of 3D printing is cool
on it’s own. Like, “Hey I can’t find my pen, I guess I’ll just PRINT A NEW ONE.” But now, get this. Scientists
and doctors are using 3D printers to create primitive organs, blood vessels, and even skin. That’s right. You
don’t like your nose? I don’t like it either. So why don’t you print a new one? Ohh, burn!  So all this talk of 3D
printing has made me realize something. We’re living in THE FUTURE. Like, you know when you were a kid,
and you would go, “In the future we’re all going to live in space and zoom around in flying cars”? Well guess
what? The FUTURE IS NOW, kids! (Except without the hoverboards.)

Here’s some of the coolest stuff we’re printing right now. Prepare to be transported to another dimension (get
it?).

1) A Windpipe Fit For a Baby

That’s right. Garrett Johnson was born with a defective windpipe. He spent the first 16 months of his life not
able to leave the hospital because his windpipe kept collapsing and he couldn’t get enough air. Then, a
superteam made up of a bioengineer and a doctor stepped in to save his life. They figured out how to use – get
this- dust to 3D print a brand spanking new windpipe for little Garrett. That’s right. They printed a windpipe
out of dust. And now he can breathe! If that’s not THE FUTURE, I don’t know what is.

2) The World’s First Printed Vertebra
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You know how your mom always tells you to grow a backbone? No? Just me? Well anyway, now you can print
one!  A 12-year-old boy in China was diagnosed with bone cancer and needed part of his spinal column
replaced. Normally, doctors would build the vertebra out of titanium, but it wouldn’t be a perfect custom fit.
This time, they took a CT scan of his body, and then used that to 3D print a vertebra that was the exact same
structure as his original one. What? Isn’t that nuts? No! It’s science. From THE FUTURE.

3) A Human Heart for Med Students – Like Me!

This one’s pretty wild. Scientists in England have used 3D printing to make a synthetic human heart which they
claim is “as close to the actual model as you can get.” They made it from silicone gel and used scans to replicate
a real human heart inside and out. They plan to use it to help med students simulate actual heart surgery. Wait
a minute, I object! What did my parents pay all that money for med school for if I don’t even get to practice on
a fancy 3D printed heart? I gotta talk to Waldman about getting one of these guys for our lab. Plus, it would
make an awesome prop for a Halloween party, too. Forget using ground beef for brains when you can use a
really gross looking synthetic heart!
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Okay, thank you for joining me on this journey into THE FUTURE. Looks pretty cool, doesn’t it? All we need
are a few flying cars and we’re good. Hey, maybe we can 3D print one? BAM!


