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Nick Bunker, Author, Making Haste From Babylon:  If you want to find the 
deep origins of Separatism – of the movement that took the Pilgrims to the New World 
– you really have to start with a French lawyer who became a theologian, John Calvin, 
the founder of Calvinism.  
 
What dominated the work of John Calvin was his overpowering sense of the 
omnipotence of God.  This was the source of the doctrine of predestination that was so 
critical to him and to the Pilgrims.  The idea that from before the beginning of all things, 
God had ordained and decreed everything that would happen, and He had ordained and 
decreed that human beings would either be damned or saved.   
 
Now what it gave rise to was, first of all, a sense of enormous urgency.  It was immensely 
important to find out whether one was one of the lost or the saved – and to do what they 
thought was the will of God.  But also it gave rise to a determination to get back to the 
original word of God – to find out the way God wanted things to be.  And they found 
that in the Bible, clearly – and, in particular, certain books of the Bible that explained 
what they thought was the way Christians should live. 
 
When they read the Acts of the Apostles – they didn’t see bishops or a hierarchy for the 
Church.  What they saw was small communities, in which the people were equal, and in 
which they gathered together voluntarily to do what they thought was the bidding of 
Christ. That’s what they saw as the basis for Christianity, and it was immensely 
important to get back to that original model.    
 
Diarmaid MacCulloch, Historian:  You might say that the Separatists were the 
ultimate logical extreme of the Reformation.  Because Martin Luther, when he rebelled 
against the Pope, rebelled against the great clerical structure.  He said the clergy had 
cheated the Church.  But he replaced that church with another church dominated by 
clergy, and so did the other reformers, like John Calvin. 
 
But the interesting thing about the Separatists who went to Plymouth is that this was a 
group of people whose holiness, if you like, came from being part of a group which 
they’d agreed to join, assented to join, and separated out from the great mass of what 
called itself the Church.  People like Separatists said: “You have to make a conscious 
decision to step outside mainstream society and look for the holiness of Christ in your 
own little gathering.”  


