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Edison: Invention in Late 19th-Century America

Essential Question  
How did the Industrial Revolution change American identity during the late nineteenth century?  

Before you watch








Work with a partner to answer this question.

· Describe America’s place in the world in the late 19th-century compared to Europe. 

Was America more advanced? If so, in what field(s)?

Vocabulary
Review these vocabulary words and their definitions before watching the video
· invention—a useful creation that didn’t exist before and that usually fills a need or solves a problem; an inventor is a person who thinks of new ideas and develops them

· technique—the technical methods used in an activity: such as experimenting or manufacturing

· industrial—(when describing a country or economy) having lots of factories that manufacture things

· patent—a document that gives an inventor of something the right to make or sell the invention for a set period of time and makes it illegal for others to do so

· tradition—a custom, practice, or set of beliefs that has been observed by or associated with a group of people over a long period of time

While You Watch








Look for answers to these questions while watching the video. You may want to watch the video more than once.
1. How is “invention” defined in the video?
2. Why did the patent office come to symbolize American greatness?
After You Watch








Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. 

1. What are some reasons America was becoming a growing industrial power?
2. Why did Americans feel inferior to the Europeans prior to the Industrial Revolution?
Student Reading

Follow these instructions as you read, Edison: Student Reading – Technology. 
· Underline the definition of an invention. 
· Find and circle the word “innovate.” 
· Box paragraphs that describe how individuals and teams go about developing inventions.

Next, answer the following questions: 
1. Define the word “innovate” based on how it is used in the essay.

2. Innovate or invent? Make a case for which word better describes how Edison and his team developed the light bulb.

3. To provide safe and reliable electric light in homes and businesses, Edison and his team had to develop more than a light bulb. Explain what else was needed. 
4. Who invented a new type of filament that extended the life of a light bulb?
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