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Edison: Invention Laboratory at Menlo Park

Essential Question
How did Edison’s invention laboratory in Menlo Park contribute to his success as a full-time inventor? 
Before You Watch









Work with a partner to answer this question.

List three things that you think an inventor needs in order to be successful.
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Vocabulary: Review these vocabulary words and their definitions before watching the video.

· entrepreneur—a person who starts a business and takes on its risks in order to succeed

· invention—(referring to a device, process, or technique) a useful creation that didn’t exist before and that usually fills a need or solves a problem; 
· inquiry—asking questions in order to collect information

· indefatigable—able to work a long time without tiring

· leading edge—the most advanced area of activity in a particular field or profession

While You Watch









Look for answers to these questions while watching the video. You may want to watch the video more than once.
1. What goals did Edison set for his workers to achieve?
2. Why do you think he recorded the hours spent on projects?
3. Why do you think Edison always tried to beat his records?

After You Watch









Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. 

1. How did Edison transform the process of invention?
2. What made Edison’s invention lab at Menlo Park unusual or unique?
3. Explain why and how the laboratory “thrummed like a hive.” 

4. List three skills or qualities that helped Edison and members of his team as they worked on the light bulb.
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Write a Narrative
Imagine that you were working at Menlo Park. Write a short narrative about what you think it would have been like to work alongside Edison and his team. Include details from the video that address at least two of these questions:
1. What would the atmosphere be like?
2. Why would you be working there?
3. What would you have been most interested in doing?
4. Based on what you've seen in the video, what might Edison have said to you as a member of his team?
PAGE  
1
[image: image2.png]Youare free to edit this document for non-commercial and educational use only. Amended content does not
necessarily reflect the opinions of American Experience, PBS LearningMedia, or WGBH Educational Foundation.

© 2015 WGBH Educational Foundation. All Rights Reserved.





[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]