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Edison: From the Telephone and Telegraph Comes the Phonograph

Essential Question 
How did the telephone and the telegraph inspire Edison’s invention of the phonograph?  

Before You Watch









Work with a partner to answer this question.

What are some examples of inventions from the past? From your lifetime? Write down two examples of each. Do all inventions bring dramatic changes to people’s lives?
	Past Inventions 
	How has this invention changed people’s lives?

	1
	

	2
	


	Recent Inventions 
	How has this invention changed people’s lives?

	1
	

	2
	


Vocabulary: Review these vocabulary words and their definitions before watching the video.
· revolutionary—a sudden, extreme, or complete change in the way people think, live, or work
· commercially viable—having a good chance of succeeding in the marketplace
· machinist— a person who can cut, bend, and shape materials, such as metal for a specific purpose
· diaphragm—a thin, disk-shaped membrane that vibrates when struck by sound waves (in sound recording), or that vibrates to produce sound (in playback)
· ephemeral—lasting a very short time
· telegrapher—a person who operates a telegraph (also known as a telegraph operator)
· invention—a useful creation that didn’t exist before and that usually fills a need or solves a problem
· trumped—beat or outdid someone or something
While You Watch









Look for answers to these questions while watching the video. You may want to watch the video more than once.
1. What improvement, to Bell’s first telephone, did Edison and his team make, in order to turn it into a commercially viable device?
2. What does the word phonograph mean? What language does it come from?
3. How did Edison take parts of the telephone and telegraph to create the phonograph?
4. Edison’s test for potential employees attempted to identify candidates with broad backgrounds who could think “outside the box,” or by using new ideas instead of traditional ones. How is this ability demonstrated in the video?
After You Watch









Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. 

1. What made the telephone an important invention? What problem/s did it solve? How do you think people in Edison’s time could use it to change their lives?
2. What made the phonograph an important invention? How did it change people’s lives?
3. Draw a Diagram:

Make a flowchart that shows the steps of how Edison went from working on the carbon button transmitter to the phonograph.
4. Do a Research Project: 

Research a recent or past invention. On the back of this sheet, describe what you discover about the process that led to it. Was a team involved in developing it? Was it improved on after its release? Does it rely on previously developed technologies? Explain.
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