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Klansville U.S.A: The Formation of the Ku Klux Klan

Essential Question
How did the early Ku Klux Klan show resistance to racial equality in the aftermath of the Civil War? 

Before You Watch










Work with a partner to answer these questions.

1. What do you know about Reconstruction? What were some of the changes introduced during Reconstruction?

2. What do you know about the history of the Ku Klux Klan?

3. Why do you think whites would resist attempts to legislate racial equality in the defeated South after the Civil War?
4. What do you think it means to “terrorize” a population?

While You Watch









Look for answers to these questions while watching the video. You may want to watch the video more than once.
1. Who originally formed the Ku Klux Klan? Who were the people who joined this “club?”
2. What major changes happened in the early years of the Klan?

After You Watch









Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. 

1. Describe the kinds of activities Klan members initially engaged in.
2. In what ways did the tactics of the Klan change soon after its founding? Explain why.
3. Describe what you see portrayed in the scenes from the film, The Birth of a Nation, at the beginning of the video. How does this portrayal compare to what the Klan of Reconstruction actually did as described by Mark Potok of the Sourthern Poverty Law Center? 
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