
                

www.pbskids.org/daniel 
© The Fred Rogers Company 

 

Friends Work Together 
 
 

Help children play together with toys and activities that are more fun with 
more than one person, so they can experience the benefits of cooperative play. 
 
Children are working on:   

 Practicing cooperation 
 Gross and fine motor skills 

 
Materials:  

 Toys that can be used by two people: for example a seesaw, wagon, or ball 
 Strips of construction paper and tape for paper chains 
 A long piece of shelving paper, crayons or markers for making a mural 

 
Directions: 
Playing with two-people toys: Show the children toys that can be more fun with two people like a see-saw, wagon or 
ball.   Encourage the children to talk about how two friends can share each toy. Pair each child with a partner and give 
each pair a toy to share. Encourage the pairs to play together. (If a child wants to play alone, help him or her choose 
another activity. Perhaps that child will choose to play with a friend another day.) 
 
Creating long streams of paper chains:  Show the children how to make a chain.  Start by taping two ends of a strip  
of paper together to make a circle.  Put another strip through the circle and tape its two ends together. Continue looping 
each new strip through the last circle until you’ve made a paper chain.  Can the children make a chain long enough to 
stretch across the whole room?  Connecting all the chains can show children how much bigger the chain is when they  
all work together.   
 
Making a mural: Unroll a long piece of paper the length of your work area. You may need to use tape to hold the  
ends down.  You can help the children decide how to work together by asking questions like: 

 How can we decide where each person should draw? 
 Should we each draw a part of one picture or should each of us draw his or her own pictures? 
 Do we need a theme, like the zoo, a farm, a home or child care?   

Once the children have come to an agreement, set out the crayons or markers, encouraging them to talk about  
any disagreements that might arise.  It can also help if you comment when you notice times when they’re  
cooperating or when you see how interesting the picture is because it has all their ideas.   
 
Books: 
Gossie by Olivier Dunrea 
Friends by Elaine Scott  
George and Martha by James Marshall  
A Rainbow of Friends by P.K. Hallinan 
 
Related to Episode 105-106-107/ Strategy songs: 
Find a way to play together! 
A friend just wants to play with you. 
Friends help each other, yes they do! 


