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A DIFFERENT POINT OF VIEW 

Math Topic: Geometry 

Subtopic: Point of View 

Grades: 3-5 

In the Cyberchase episode “The Guilty Party,” Hacker returns to Poddleville and accuses 

Sleight of stealing his recharger key. But after interviewing eyewitnesses who saw the 

getaway, Digit and the kids prove that what was seen doesn’t add up to a guilty verdict! 

In this activity, students make their own Sleight and his dog, Presto, and study them 

from different points of view just as the kids do in the show.  

Learning Objective: Students observe, draw and identify the outline shapes of simple 

objects from different viewpoints and name the geometric shapes they see.  

NCTM Standard: Geometry 

DIRECTIONS 

Materials Needed  

- Enlarged copies of the patterns for Sleight and Presto found at the following link:  

http://www.pbs.org/parents/cyberchase/lessons/lessonplans/lesson15printable.html  

- Scissors  

- Tape 

Class Periods: 1-2  

1. Make a copy of the pattern page. Cut the page in half, and make enlarged copies for 

your students. Set the copier to enlarge the patterns at least 150 percent so shapes are 

large enough for students to work with easily.  

2. Have students cut out the patterns, fold on the dotted lines, and tape together. 

3. Challenge students to look at Sleight and Presto from different points of view. What 

geometric outline shapes do they see? 



 

 2 

 

4. Ask: From which points of view do the outlines Sleight and Presto look the same? 

(Front and side.) From which do they look different? (Top.) 

 

TIP: Squinting or closing one eye makes it easier to see the different outline shapes. 

Cyberchase Episode: “The Guilty Party” 

Hacker returns to Poddleville with a peace offering: a magnificent statue of the Mayor 

of Poddleville. But at the unveiling party, Hacker accuses someone of stealing the key to 

his recharger chair. The accused claims he’s innocent. Like Sherlock Holmes and Watson, 

the kids and Digit investigate the crime by interviewing eyewitnesses and recreating the 

crime scene. But the more they investigate — the more the accused is placed at the 

scene of the crime. Everyone saw him. It appears that Hacker has found the culprit. But 

has he? And what’s that strange noise coming from inside the statue? 

The Big Idea: Because what you see depends on your point of view, different people 

looking at the same objects can see them differently and disagree about what they are 

seeing. 

Cyberchase FOR REAL (Epilogue) 

“Hoop Schemes”: After winning a couple of one-on-one basketball games, Bianca heads 

over to Coney Island. There she tries to win a stuffed animal by sinking a basket. 

Frustrated by several unsuccessful attempts, Bianca looks at the hoop from down below 

and discovers that it is shaped like an oval, rather than a circle. Using this knowledge, 

she changes her shooting strategy so the ball goes in without touching the backboard, 

and, to the chagrin of Mr. Sleaze, sinks two shots in a row. 

More Math Fun: 

Have students choose an object to draw from a top-down point of view. You can either 

use geometric figures such as cubes, cylinders, cones, and spheres or simple everyday  
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objects found in your classroom. Have them draw only the outline shape they see when 

looking from the top down. Then have them show a classmate their drawing and 

challenge the classmate to match the drawing with the object that has been placed 

within an array of other, different objects. 

TIP: Objects might include a piece of chalk, book, stapler, jar, calculator, and box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           


