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Lewis and Clark Enter North Dakota 

Captain Lewis and Clark continued their expedition towards North Dakota after 
sadly losing one of their own men near present-day Sioux City, Iowa. The Corps 
of Discovery headed towards the American Indian village Big Hidatsa Village, 
where people from both the Hidatsa and Mandan tribes lived. Without the help 
of these local tribes, the Corps likely would not have survived the winter of 
1804-1805.  

It was close to this village that the Corps constructed their winter fort, Fort 
Mandan. Lewis and Clark’s men built two rows of huts at an angle, almost in the 
shape of a V. The outer walls were as high as eighteen feet tall and built to 
resist even a cannon’s shot. The walls didn’t protect from the bitter winters, 
however. At one point, temperatures reached 45 degrees below zero, Lewis 
reported.  

With the help of the American Indians, the members of the expedition endured. 
The tribes provided advice, food, trade, and supplies.  

While Lewis and Clark’s men had packed food such as flour, soup, pork, and 
lard with them, the American Indians provided vegetables like corn, squash, 
and beans. Hunting proved successful, too, as buffalo, elk, deer, and antelope 
were plentiful. The Hidatsa tribe regularly went west for war and trade, and they 
were able to provide the Corps of Discovery with valuable information about 
whom and what they would encounter heading towards the Rocky Mountains.  

It was at Fort Mandan that Lewis and Clark met and added two new members to 
their expedition team: Toussaint Charbonneau, French-Canadian fur trapper, 
and his Shoshone wife, Sacagawea. The couple served as great translators, 
especially when the expedition came across the Shoshone tribe. That February 
in 1805, Sacagawea actually gave birth to the boy who would become the 
youngest team member: Jean Baptiste Charbonneau.  

Once spring was upon them, the Corps of Discovery returned to its journey. 
Throughout April, keelboats served as the team’s main transportation up the 
Missouri River. These boats were up to sixty feet long, complete with cannons -
just in case. The expedition made their way to the confluence with the 
Yellowstone River and continued westward into the state of Montana.  

 


