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In the following letter, Eleanor Roosevelt replies to a woman who had written to her when she 
was the First Lady to complain about having to share washrooms and toilet facilities with 
African Americans at her place of work. Read it and then answer the questions on the other side.	
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1. Notice that this letter is written on White House stationary and on a date when the United 
States was still engaged in the Second World War. Why do you think Eleanor Roosevelt took the 
time to write to Miss Frizielle during a time of great peril for the nation as a whole? 

 

 

 

2. Are you surprised by Mrs. Roosevelt’s statement that she does not advocate social equality 
between races? Do you think a First Lady could write this today? What does this indicate about 
how perceptions of race have changed from the 1940s to today? 

 

 

 

3. Eleanor Roosevelt lists four basic rights that “every citizen in a democracy must enjoy.” Do 
you think she left anything out? What could you add to this list? 

 

 

 

4.  What are other words that mean “discourteous”?  Why do you think Eleanor Roosevelt used 
this word rather than something more straightforward like “rude”? 

 

 

 

5. What does Eleanor Roosevelt imply that Miss Frizielle should say to black people in order to 
pave the way for smoother interactions? 

 

 

 

6. In the final paragraph, what is Eleanor Roosevelt’s suggestion to Miss Frizielle? Do you think 
Miss Frizielle was satisfied with this solution? Why/why not? 


