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LESSON 1.2.6 | WATCH | Crash Course World History #23 
      The Columbian Exchange

PREVIEW 
In which John Green discusses the changes 
wrought by contact between the Old World and 
the New. John does this by exploring the totally 
awesome history book “The Columbian Exchange” 
by Alfred Cosby, Jr. After Columbus “discovered” 
the Americas, European conquerors, traders, and 
settlers brought all manner of changes to the 
formerly isolated continents. Disease and invasive 
plant and animal species remade the New World, 
usually in negative ways. While native people, 
plants, and animals were being displaced in the 
Americas, the rest of the world was benefitting 
from American imports, especially foods like 

benefitting from American imports, especially 
foods like maize, tomatoes, potatoes, pineapple, 
blueberries, sweet potatoes, and manioc.  
Was the Columbian Exchange a net positive? 
It’s debatable. So debate. 

LINK
• Crash Course World History #23 –

The Columbian Exchange 

Watch the video on your own time, either 
at home, on your phone, or in the library.

PURPOSE
In which John Green discusses the changes 
wrought by contact between the Old World 
and the New. John does this by exploring 
the totally awesome history book “The 
Columbian Exchange” by Alfred Cosby, Jr. 
After Columbus “discovered” the Americas, 
European conquerors, traders, and settlers 
brought all manner of changes to the formerly 
isolated continents. Disease and invasive plant 
and animal species remade the New World, 
usually in negative ways. While native people, 
plants, and animals were being displaced in 
the Americas, the rest of the world was 

maize, tomatoes, potatoes, pineapple, blueberries, 
sweet potatoes, and manioc. Was the Columbian 
Exchange a net positive? It’s debatable. So debate. 

PROCESS 
As with all of the videos in the course, watch the 
video before class. Remember to just sit back and 
relax and get what you can from casually watching 
the video. You’ll dig into the video more in class, 
this just helps you get oriented to all of John’s fast-
talking so it’s easier to answer questions in class.

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/4cd0bd6e-ada3-4865-be62-40b3a8483342/the-columbian-exchange-crash-course-world-history-23/
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LESSON 1.2.6 | WATCH | Key Ideas – Factual
Think about the following questions as you watch the video.

1. John immediately lists a number of thing that occurred because  
of the Columbian Exchange. What are they? 
 
 
 
 

2. Due to the Columbian Exchange, Europeans introduced new diseases to American 
populations, which resulted in death. About how many natives died from exposure  
to European diseases? 
 
 
 

3. What are some of the side effects of diseases being introduced in the Americas? 
 
 
 
 

4. Aside from venereal disease, what’s the one gift the Americas gave to Afro-Eurasia? 
 
 
 
 

5. What animals brought to the Americas are listed by John as being ‘revolutionary’? 
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6. What from the Columbian Exchange had perhaps  
the biggest impact on the world? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What happened to the world between 1650 and 1850 CE? 
 
 
 
 
 

8. In 2005, 58% of corn grown in America was used for what purpose? 
 

NAME 
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1. At the end of the video, John cites Alfred Crosby’s views on the Columbian 
Exchange, which are rather bleak, and asks the questions: Are longer, healthier 
lives for more humans worth the sacrifice of an impoverished biosphere? And 
more importantly, how will your conclusions about those questions shape the 
way you live your life? Given what you know and have just viewed, answer these 
questions as best as you can.

LESSON 1.2.6 | WATCH | Conceptual Thinking
Answer the following question to make connections across different concepts  

and think more critically about the information presented in the video.


