
Manifest Destiny and Indian Removal 
     A convergence of several social, economic, and political factors helped urge the speed of westward 1 

expansion in the nineteenth century. Mass immigration from Europe had swelled the East Coast of the 2 

United States to record population numbers, pushing settlement westward. Expansion really boomed 3 

with the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, driving both the population and economy to the west. As the 4 

boundaries of America grew, white settlers and proponents of expansion began to voice concerns over 5 

what they considered an obstacle to settlement and America’s economic and social development – the 6 

American Indian tribes living on lands east of the Mississippi River which bordered white settlement. 7 

The land was home to many tribal nations including the Cherokee, Creek and Seminole in the south 8 

and the Choctaw and Chickasaw in the west. That land held the promise of economic prosperity to 9 

raise cattle, wheat, and cotton, and harvest timber and minerals. Eager to take possession of the land, 10 

the settlers began to pressure the federal government to acquire the lands from the Indian tribes. To 11 

these white settlers, the Indian tribes were standing in the way of progress and of America’s manifest 12 

destiny. 13 

     The self-serving concept of manifest destiny, the belief that the expansion of the United States was 14 

divinely ordained, justifiable, and inevitable, was used to rationalize the removal of American Indians 15 

from their native homelands. In the minds of white Americans, the Indians were not using the land to 16 

its full potential as they reserved large tracts of unspoiled land for hunting, leaving the land 17 

uncultivated. If it was not being cultivated, then the land was being wasted. Americans declared that it 18 

was their duty, their manifest destiny, which compelled them to seize, settle, and cultivate the land. 19 

Not surprisingly, the most active supporters of manifest destiny and proponents of Indian removal 20 

were those who practiced land speculation. Land speculators bought large tracts of land with the 21 

expectation that the land would quickly increase in value as more people settled in the west and 22 

demand for that western land increased. As the western land was admitted into the Union, it would 23 

consequently increase in value.  24 

Source: http://americanexperience.si.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Manifest-Destiny-and-Indian-

Removal.pdf 

 

Civilization Fund Act 
An Act making provision for the civilization of the Indian tribes adjoining the frontier settlements. 25 

March 3, 1819 26 

...For the purpose of providing against the further decline and final extinction of the Indian tribes, 27 

adjoining the frontier settlements of the United States, and for introducing among them the habits and 28 

arts of civilization, the President of the United States shall be, and he is hereby authorized, in every 29 

case where he shall judge improvement in the habits and condition of such Indians practicable, and 30 

that the means of instruction can be introduced with their own consent, to employ capable persons of 31 

good moral character, to instruct them in the mode of agriculture suited to their situation; and for 32 

teaching their children in reading, writing and arithmetic.... 33 

Source: U.S. Statutes at Large, 3:516-17. 
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