
Emigrant and Native American Interactions  1 

     Emigrants brought profound changes in Indian’s adaptive strategies along the 2 

Humboldt… There seems to be a positive correlation between the number of unfriendly 3 

contacts between emigrants and Indians, and availability of resources. When resources 4 

are good, there are fewer contacts. The year 1846 does not seem to have been a good 5 

year for resources, if Leinhard was correct in his observations and assessments, and 6 

unfriendly contacts were high, in contrast, 1849 was a good year, and the rate of 7 

unfriendly contacts in lower… 8 

     Depletion of resources, and availability of horses, and use of indigenous 9 

sociopolitical leadership or intrusion of mounted bands from elsewhere all seemed to 10 

be correlated with a qualitative shift in emigrant-Indian interaction in 1850 along the 11 

Humboldt. Mounted bands seemed to appear for the first time in 1850, and unfriendly 12 

contacts escalated. But even then, contacts between Indians and emigrants continued 13 

to conform to the patterns established in earlier years: some friendly encounters; some 14 

unfriendly encounters; some poaching by Indians; some poaching by emigrants; some 15 

mutual assistance; some mutual hostility… 16 

     …Hostilities increased when emigration waned. Only when actual homesteading and 17 

settlement began, along with mining, are full-scale, pitched battles between mounted 18 

Indians and whites commonplace. Thus, although the emigrants were responsible for 19 

depleting Indians’ resources, they also brought with them new resources which 20 

occasioned the rapid evolution of a new and temporarily adaptive strategy on the part 21 

of the Indians. This strategy—that of poaching animals in emigrant trains—became 22 

unviable only when mining and homesteading crowded Indians out of their homelands, 23 

and totally disrupted the ecological balance over large areas. 24 

This passage has been excepted from a larger article 

Citation: Clemmer, Richard O. “The Trail of the Elephant: Indians in Emigrant Diaries, 1844-1862.” Nevada Historical Society 

Quarterly Winter 1987: 286. 

 

Vocabulary: indigenous: native; sociopolitical: involving a combination of social and political factors; 

                      mounted bands: a group of Native Americans who rode horses; escalated: increased;  

                      poaching: to take an animal that belongs to someone else; waned: decreased;  

                      unviable: unsuccessful 

 

 

 



After reading the text, answer the following questions. Be prepared to refer back to evidence from the 

text to support your thinking. 

1. According to the text, in lines 2-8, what is the reason for either friendly or unfriendly contacts  

    between emigrants and Native Americans? ______________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

2a. How did interactions between emigrants and Native Americans change in 1850? _______________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

2b. In the same year, how did interactions between emigrants and Native Americans stay the same? 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why do you think hostilities increased between the two groups when there were fewer settlers  

     crossing through the Humboldt Sink? Underline and annotate evidence in the text to support your  

     answer. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

4a. What strategy did Native Americans use to adapt to emigrants travelling through their territory? 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________  

4b. Was that strategy successful? Explain your thinking based on evidence from the text. ___________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Based on what you have learned, answer the question: Why does change often result in conflict?  

    Give specific examples from sources A-D. ________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

 

 


