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The Declaration of Sentiments, written mostly by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, imitated the style and 
format of the Declaration of Independence. Instead of describing the injustices of British rule, it 
delineated the many ways in which women were treated as inferior to men. The Declaration was 
presented in 1848 at the Seneca Falls Convention, the first organized gathering for women’s 
rights. It was signed by 68 women and 32 men. A partial list of Stanton’s complaints follow. 
First, put the meaning of these statements in your own words (you may want to consult a 
dictionary). Then answer the questions at the bottom of the page. 
 

Declaration of Sentiments. 

…He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise. 

Meaning: 

He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she had no voice. 

   Meaning: 

He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded men—both 
natives and foreigners. 

   Meaning: 
  
He has monopolized nearly all the profitable employments, and from those she is permitted to 
follow, she receives but a scanty remuneration. 

Meaning: 

He closes against her all the avenues to wealth and distinction, which he considers most 
honorable to himself. As a teacher of theology, medicine, or law, she is not known. 

Meaning: 

 
He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education—all colleges being closed 
against her…. 

   Meaning: 
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Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their social 
and religious degradation,—in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and because women do 
feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of their most sacred rights, we 
insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights and privileges which belong to them as 
citizens of these United States. 

In entering upon the great work before us, we anticipate no small amount of misconception, 
misrepresentation, and ridicule; but we shall use every instrumentality within our power to effect 
our object. We shall employ agents, circulate tracts, petition the State and national Legislatures, 
and endeavor to enlist the pulpit and the press in our behalf. We hope this Convention will be 
followed by a series of Conventions, embracing every part of the country. 

 

1.  Of all the injustices listed above, which do you think was the most oppressive? 
Explain.  

 

 

 

2.  What six strategies does Stanton suggest for obtaining rights for women? Which 
do you think would have been most effective and why? 

 
 
	


