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Christie Family Letter Transcript 
 
St. Louis Arsenal 

January 30, 1862 

Dear Brother,  

I got your letter this fore noon and never got about answering. If you want a 
description of what I see in this place, I will try to do my best to give you all the 
pen pictures I can. The arsenal grounds are about one to a half mile in length, 
about a quarter of a mile in width. One end of it is on Third Street I believe. The 
other end runs down to the river at the upper end where our tents are pitched. 
It is well timbered with large oak trees interspersed with hickory. Down close by 
the river, there is a large store house. Above that and west of this, there is a 
space of ground on which stands a great number of guns, carriages… and all 
things in connection with field artillery…. On each end facing to the river (or 
east) are dwelling houses for the officers. In front of these houses are small 
flower gardens. In one of those houses lives Colonel [sic] Callinder. He is the 
commander of the post and chief [sic] of the Ordinance Department. He is a 
man of about 45 years of age, I should think. He is about five feet 6 or eight 
inches in height and intelligent [sic] looking. General Mac … lives in the other. 
He is under arrest I believe for frauds committed under…He is a selfish looking 
fellow and if you recollect [sic] the pen picture that was given of him about 8 
months ago you have the likeness of the man. There are some more houses in 
which some of the other officers reside… 

    

William G. Christie 

	  

[Citation:	  Civil	  War	  correspondence:	  William	  G.	  Christie	  to	  his	  brother,	  January	  30,	  1862.	  James	  C.	  
Christie	  and	  Family	  Papers.	  Minnesota	  Historical	  Society.]	  


