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Famous Idahoans’ Biographies 

Gutzon Borglum - Sculptor 

Gutzon Borglum was born on March 25, 1867 to Danish immigrants living in Idaho 
Territory. He attended private school in Kansas, then enrolled in Mark Hopkins Art 
Institute in San Francisco, but was not fulfilled by studying painting. In 1887, Borglum 
moved to Paris to study sculpture at the Julien Academy. There, he developed a strong 
relationship with Auguste Rodin, prominent sculptor and painter who created The 
Thinker. He spent time in Spain and England before returning to the United States in 
1901. 

In New York City, Borglum opened a studio. While there he sculpted Mares of 
Diomedes, a series of the 12 Apostles, and a 6-ton marble head of President Lincoln. 
Lincoln’s son Robert was so taken aback by its realness that he exclaimed, “I never 
expected to see father again.” Borglum became known for his larger-than-life work. 

Women from the United Daughters of the Confederacy contacted Borglum to carve 
Gen. Robert E. Lee into the face of Stone Mountain. The plan was to also add Stonewall 
Jackson and Jefferson Davis on horseback and a group of soldiers to the final design. 
Work began after WWI in 1923 and Lee’s head was unveiled a year later. But creative 
differences and legal trouble led to his dismissal from the project. Borglum destroyed 
his models and his work was removed. 

Borglum went on to sculpt his most-famous work: the faces of Mount Rushmore. He 
carved Presidents George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and 
Abraham Lincoln into the granite mountainside. The project took 16 years to complete, 
which was only possible after his son Lincoln took over after Borglum unexpected 
death in 1941. Mount Rushmore is now a National Monument and an iconic symbol of 
the United States. It draws over two million visitors annually. 

These large-scale projects meant that Gutzon Borglum needed to be a skilled engineer 
on top of a good artist. His technical knowledge and vision from grandiose figures 
cemented his place as a beloved Idahoan. 
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Philo Farnsworth – Inventor 

Philo Farnsworth was born on August 19, 1906 in Utah, but his family moved to Idaho 
at age 12. Farnsworth showed his inventive mind very young. He converted home 
appliances to use electric power, including the washing machine, barn lights, and 
sewing machine. By age 14, he dreamed of using lens to direct light through tubes in 
order to study the electron patterns. With the encouragement and advice of his high 
school science teacher, Justin Tolman, he debuted a sketch for a vacuum tube, which 
would go on to revolutionize television technology. 

Farnsworth studied at Brigham Young University, but had to drop out when his father 
passed away. He worked at the US Naval Academy and in radio repair before returning 
to his research. In 1926, he and his wife Elma moved to San Francisco and in 1927, he 
filed a patent for his image dissector television prototype. The all-electronic model 
used the same technology from his high school vacuum tube sketch. On September 7, 
1927, the image dissector tube transferred its first image—a straight line. 

He and Elma moved to Philadelphia to join the Philco Company. Legal issues with RCA 
and inventor Vladimir Zworykin held up much of his success with the new television 
model. In 1938, he started the Farnsworth Television and Radio Company in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. In September 1939, he was finally awarded $1 million from RCA for his 
1927 patent. 

Later in life, he experimented outside the realm of television. He worked on radar 
calibration equipment, submarine detection devices, and an infrared telescope. In the 
1960’s he worked to develop fusion energy, but the project was short-lived. 

One of his proudest moments was during the moon landing in 1969, when he saw that 
NASA scientists redesigned cameras with Farnsworth’s original image dissector to 
transmit the footage back to Earth. 

Philo Farnsworth passed away on March 11, 1971, but his reputation and achievements 
became better known over the following 20 years. In 1983, Farnsworth was honored 
with a US Postal Service stamp. In 1988 a museum in Rigby, Idaho was dedicated to 
him. The town is called “The Birthplace of Television.” 
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Picabo Street – Olympic Athlete 

Picabo Street was born on April 3, 1971 in Triumph, Idaho. Her name comes from an 
American Indian word meaning “silver creek” or “shining waters.” Street grew up near 
Sun Valley, a popular ski area in Idaho. She would race the neighborhood kids, 
constantly winning against kids who were much older than she. She had a natural gift 
for downhill competition, and joined the US junior ski team when she was 15 years old. 
She won the super giant slalom (or super-G) and national junior downhill events in 
1988. 

In 1990, the US ski team suspended Street due to poor physical condition and lack of 
discipline. She trained with her father and returned to victory two years later at the US 
Championships. 

She made her debut at the World Cup in 1992 and joined the US ski team for the 1994 
Olympics. She won a silver medal in the downhill competition. In 1996, she won gold 
at the World Championships, but a knee injury after the event threatened her future in 
competition. 

Through physical training and surgery, Street was able to return to the Olympics in 
1998, where she won gold in the super-G! 

Tragedy struck again at the 1998 World Cup. She skied into a fence and broke her leg 
in multiple places and tore a ligament in her knee. The injuries caused her to take a 
two-year hiatus from skiing. She returned to skiing in 2000, but officially retired after 
the 2002 Winter Olympics where she placed 16th in the downhill. 

Throughout her career and after retirement, Street has made public appearances on 
competition shows and even kid’s television, appearing on Nickelodeon show GUTS 
and Sesame Street. She appeared on American Gladiators and Stars Earn Stripes, where 
she competed in events such as jumping from a helicopter and rappelling from a 
building.  

Picabo Street moved to Utah in 2015 with her husband and kids. Street was looking for 
a way to give back to the community, so along with some partners she opened Picabo 
Street Academy. The Academy offers courses year-round to provide high school 
students so they have the flexibility to pursue extra-curricular studies.   	  


