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Palmer’s Journal of Travels over the Rocky Mountains 

Excerpt 3: Sept 6 – Sept 7 

September 6. We made about twelve miles. The road is up Burnt river, and the 
most difficult road we have encountered since we started. The difficulties arise 
from the frequent crossings of the creek, which is crooked, narrow and stony. 
We were often compelled to follow the road, in its windings for some distance, 
over high, sidelong and stony ridges, and frequently through thickets of brush. 
The stream is about ten or twelve yards in width, and is generally rapid. The 
hills are high, and covered with grass. 
 
September 7. This day we traveled about twelve miles. The road exceeded in 
roughness that of yesterday. Sometimes it pursued its course along the bottom 
of the creek, at other times it wound its way along the sides of the mountains, 
so sidelong as to require the weight of two or more men on the upper side of 
the wagons to preserve their equilibrium. The creek and road are so enclosed 
by the high mountains, as to afford but little room to pass along, rendering it in 
some places almost impassable. Many of the mountains viewed from here seem 
almost perpendicular, and of course present a barren surface. The eye is 
occasionally relieved by a few scrubby cedars; but along the creek is found 
birch, bitter cottonwood, alder, &c., in quantity, and several kinds of brush and 
briars, so impenetrable as to preclude ingress. The road pursues its course 
through these thickets, the axe having been employed; but it is so very narrow 
as almost to prevent travel. A little digging, and the use of the axe, united with 
the erection of bridges, would make this a very good road. At first view this 
road appeared to us impassable, and so difficult of travel, as almost to deter us 
from the attempt; but knowing that those who had preceded us had 
surmounted the difficulties, encouraged us to persevere. It required much 
carefulness, and the exercise of skill on the part of our drivers to pass along 
and avoid the dangers of the way. We pursued our route without any loss, with 
the exception of that attending the breakage of two wagon tongues, done in 
crossing some deep ravines. We also experienced difficulty in finding our cattle, 
which had strayed away. Five miles from camp the road turns up a spring 
branch to the right, which we followed two miles, crossing it very frequently; it 
then turns up the mountain of the left, until it strikes another ravine. We 
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followed up this for one mile, where water makes its appearance. Here is found 
a good camp. The road then takes to the left up the hill, and then down to a dry 
branch: here is a good camp, one mile to running water. This portion of the 
road is solid and of good travel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Source: Palmer's Journal of travels over the Rocky Mountains, 1845-1846. Pages 102-
103, Sept 2 – Sept 3 Cleveland, Ohio: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1906. Reproduced 
at Library of Congress https://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbtn.th030/] 


