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Palmer’s Journal of Travels over the Rocky Mountains 

Excerpt 2: Sept 2 – Sept 3 

September 2. We reached Fort Bois. This is a trading post of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, established upon the northern side of Snake or Lewis river, and one 
mile below the mouth of Bois river. This fort was erected for the purpose of 
recruiting, or as an intermediate post, more than as a trading point. It is built of 
the same materials, and modeled after Fort Hall, but is of a smaller compass. 
Portions of the bottoms around it afford grazing; but, in a general view, the 
surrounding country is barren. 
North of this fort is an extensive plain, which has an extremely unfertile 
appearance; but, I am informed, that during the winter and spring months it 
affords good grazing. At this fort they have a quantity of flour in store, brought 
from OREGON CITY, for which they demanded twenty dollars per cwt., in cash; a 
few of our company being in extreme want, were obliged to purchase at this 
exorbitant price. At this place the road crosses the river; the ford is about four 
hundred yards below the fort, and strikes across to the head of an island, then 
bears to the left to the southern bank; the water is quite deep, but not rapid; it 
swam some of our smallest work cattle; the bottom is solid and smooth. We cut 
poles, and laid them across the top of our wagon-beds, piling our loading on 
them; answering a twofold purpose — preventing our loading from damage, as 
also by its weight keeping the wagons steady and guarding them against 
floating. In about three hours we effected our passage in safety, but few of the 
goods getting wet. We went up the bottom a half mile, and there encamped; 
[50] driving our cattle on an island hard by, to graze. Fort Bois is about two 
hundred and eighty miles below Fort Hall, following the wagon road; but by 
crossing the river at Fort Hall, and going down on the north side, the distance 
would be lessened, as the river bears off south, and then north; and judging 
from the appearance of the country, I think a road 100 may be found, equal, if 
not better than the one on the south side; and, I doubt not, the grazing will be 
found better.82 

 
September 3. We traveled fifteen miles, to Malheur, or Malore, as it is 
sometimes called: here is a good camp. This is a stream of about ten yards in 
width, having its source in a range of mountains to the southwest, and 
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pursuing its meanderings through a succession of hills, sage and sand plains, 
and occasionally a fertile bottom, until it arrives at Snake river, into which it 
empties. A few miles below Fort Bois, its course from its source is north of east. 
Along its banks, near to where the road crosses it, are a number of hot springs; 
they are of the same temperature of those between the two crossings of Snake 
river. Here we met Dr. White, a sub-Indian agent, accompanied by three others, 
on their way from Oregon to the States.84 At this place are two trails; the fork is 
in the bottom above the crossing of the creek, and there is a possibility of 
emigrants pursuing the wrong route. I do not deem it amiss to give some 
paxticulars in relation to this road. Mr. Meek, who had been engaged as our 
pilot, but had previously went in advance of the companies who had employed 
him, and who had after reaching Fort Hall, fitted up a party to pilot through to 
Oregon, informed the emigrants that he could, by taking up this stream to near 
its source, and then striking across the plains, so as to intersect the old road 
near to the mouth of Deshutes or Falls river, save about one hundred and fifty 
miles travel; also that he was perfectly familiar with the country through which 
the proposed route lay, as he had traveled it; that no difficulty or danger 
attended its travel. He succeeded in inducing about two hundred families to 
pursue this route; they accordingly directed their course to the left, up this 
creek, about ten days previous to our arrival at the forks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
82 This northern and more direct route was followed by Wyeth in 1834. He found the 
difficulties of the passage great, and the longer and more southern route was the one usually 
followed. 
 
84 Dr. Elijah White was at this time returning to Washington to secure the settlement of his 
accounts as Indian sub-agent, and with the hope of securing further preferment— if possible, 
the governorship of Oregon. He was the bearer of a memorial from the provisional government 
of Oregon, requesting Congress to extend the sovereignty and laws of the United States over 
the Oregon settlements. See Cong. Globe, 29 Cong., I sess., p. 24. Later advices from Oregon, 
however, frustrated the plans of Dr. White, who was retired to private life. On his return his 
companions across the plains (X845) were William Chapman and Orris Brown of the immigration 
of 1843, and Joseph Charles Saxton of 1844. Only Brown returned to Oregon; he went back in 
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1846 accompanied by his own family, and that of his mother, Mrs. Tabitha Brown, who was 
connected with the history of early education in Oregon. The Brown family settled at Forest 
Grove, the immigrant of 1843 finally dying at Salem in 1874. White, in his Ten Years in Oregon 
(New York, 1859), p. 282, speaks of meeting a party (Palmer's) near Fort Boise, who brought 
him important letters, including one from his wife, the first received in fifteen months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Source: Palmer's Journal of travels over the Rocky Mountains, 1845-1846. Pages 98-
101, Sept 2 – Sept 3 Cleveland, Ohio: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1906. Reproduced 
at Library of Congress https://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbtn.th030/] 


