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Population Density 

The table below shows the population of the largest cities in North Dakota in 
2010. It also provides each city’s area in square miles and its population 
density. The population density, or average number of people living in a given 
area, is expressed as thousands of people per square mile. Refer to the table 
and projected map as necessary to answer the questions that follow. 

 

Analyzing a Table 

1. What were the two most populous cities in North Dakota in 2010? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the difference between population size and population density? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. Which two cities were the most densely populated? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Population of the Largest Cities in North Dakota 
City Population, Area, Pop. per 

 2010 sq. mi. sq. mi. 

Fargo, ND 105,549 48.82 2,162 
Bismarck, ND  61, 237 30.85         1,986 
Grand Forks, ND   52,838 19.91 2,654 
Minot, ND   40,888 17.43         2,346 
Mandan, ND   18,425 11.03 1,662 
Dickinson, ND   17,866   9.96         1,785 
Williston, ND   15,913   7.5         1,961 
Jamestown, ND   15,427 12.83         1,202 
Wahpeton, ND     7,766   5.29         1,467 
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Analyzing a Table 

4. How many counties have a population density of less than 1 person per 

square mile? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. Which cities are along the eastern border of the state, which is determined 

by the Red River? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

6. Which cities are on or near major bodies of water? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Applying Data 

7. Is your town or city large or small compared to others in your state? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Is your town or city sparsely or densely populated? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

9. What is the effect of the population density on the environment and the 

quality of life in your neighborhood? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

	  


