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The Nez Perce Treaty of 1855: A Primary Source 

Below are some of the terms that the Nez Perce tribal leaders and the US 
governmental officials agreed upon in the Treaty of 1855: 
 

Excerpt: 
ARTICLE 5.   The United States further agree to establish, at suitable points within said 
reservation, within one year after the ratification hereof, two schools, erecting the 
necessary buildings, keeping the same in repair, and providing them with furniture, 
books, and stationery, one of which shall be an agricultural and industrial school, to be 
located at the agency, and to be free to the children of said tribe, and to employ one 
superintendent of teaching and two teachers; to build two blacksmiths' shops, to one 
of which shall be attached a tinshop and to the other a gunsmith's shop; one 
carpenter's shop, one wagon and plough maker's shop, and to keep the same in repair, 
and furnished with the necessary tools; to employ one superintendent of farming and 
two farmers, two blacksmiths, one tinner, one gunsmith, one carpenter, one wagon 
and plough maker, for the instruction of the Indians in trades, and to assist them in 
the same; to erect one saw‐mill and one flouring‐mill, keeping the same in repair, and 
furnished with the necessary tools and fixtures, and to employ two millers; to erect a 
hospital, keeping the same in repair, and provided with the necessary medicines and 
furniture, and to employ a physician; and to erect, keep in repair, and provide with the 
necessary furniture the buildings required for the accommodation of the said 
employees. The said buildings and establishments to be maintained and kept in repair 
as aforesaid, and the employees to be kept in service for the period of twenty years.   

 

  

  

   

 

 

 

Vocabulary:	  
ratification:	  n.,	  the	  action	  of	  signing	  or	  giving	  formal	  consent	  to	  a	  treat,	  
contract,	  or	  agreement	  and	  making	  it	  formally	  valid	  
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Questions: 

1. In the article above, what does the United States offer to the Nez Perce tribes? 

Make sure to list at least 4 of the specific things the United States agrees to 

provide the American Indian reservation.	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

2. How long does it say the United States will provide these services to the Nez 

Perce?  

 

 

 

3. Why do you think the US government is willing to give these services to the Nez 

Perce’s tribe? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	  


