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This Daily News Story from PBS NewsHour Extra was created on November 11th, 2013 

Warm Up Questions  

1. Have you ever moved to a new place? Was it nearby or across the globe? What were the 
challenges of moving to a new place? 

2. What is the longest amount of time that you have been away from your parent(s) or 
caregivers? 

3. What is Veterans Day? Who and what are we honoring on this day? 
4. Do you know anyone who has fought for the United States in a war? What do you know 

about their experience? 

Background 

Who:  There are over 21.2 million veterans living today in the United States. They served the 

country during the last six wars: World War II, the Korean War, the 

Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf War, the Iraq War and the War in 

Afghanistan. The video shares the unique perspective of 

elementary to high school students in military living on a base in 

the Middle Eastern country of Bahrain.  

What: Watch this short clip on Veterans Day from the History 

Channel to learn what it is about and why we honor our veterans.  

Where: Veterans and military families live across the United 

States and around the globe. The students sharing their experience as a military family are 

stationed in Bahrain. 

When:  See the interactive timeline for more information on the different wars veterans have 

fought in by clicking here and then scrolling down to the timeline.   

Why: The United States has 611 military sites in 153 countries in order to keep U.S. presence 

around the world. Some of these sites are bases where students and their families live like the 

students featured in this story. (Source: Washington Post). 

How: The definition of a veteran is someone who fought in a war as a soldier, sailor, etc. 

(Source: Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary), so once someone has fought in a war they are 

now a veteran. 

http://bit.ly/1fpsSbF
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons_plans/veterans-day/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-checker/post/ron-pauls-strange-claim-about-bases-and-troops-overseas/2012/02/08/gIQApZpqzQ_blog.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/veteran


Discussion Questions  

1. Why are students and their military families living in Bahrain? 
2. What are some of the risks and benefits of living in a military family? 
3. How would you describe the character of the students you saw in the SRL video? 
4. If your parent(s) or caregivers were in the military and needed to move to a new country 

how do you think you would deal with it? 
5. What do you think is the best way to honor veterans on Veterans Day? 

 

Writing Standards 

Imagine that you are a veteran from one of the wars listed in the timeline (World War II, the Korean 

War, the Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf War, the Iraq War and the War in Afghanistan) and write a 

letter home to your family about your experience both as military personnel and as a parent. What 

would you say to them? What would be important to you to express in a letter? Make sure in your letter 

that you briefly explain the conflict that is going on around you. 

Informative 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Narrative 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

Speaking and Listening 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/


CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/

