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Published in Volk und Rasse, August 1936. Source: Calvin College German Propaganda Archive 

Translation German-English:

“Sterilization is liberation, 
not punishment”

“What parents would wish 
such a terrible fate for their 

children?”

“Who would want to be 
guilty of this?”
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“Feeble-minded women are almost 
invariably immoral, and if at large 
usually become carriers of venereal 
disease or give birth to children who 
are as defective as themselves. The 
feeble-minded woman who marries 
is twice as prolific as the normal 
woman.” 

W.E. Fernald (1912), from address 
“The Burden Of Feeble-Mindedness”

“There is no class of persons in our whole population 
who, unit for unit, are so dangerous or so expensive 
to the state; this excepts no class, not even the 
violently insane. These girls are much more 
dangerous and expensive than the ordinary insane or 
the ordinary feebleminded or the ordinary male 
criminal. 

Why is this? They are dangerous because, being 
irresponsible wholly or in part, they become the prey 
of the lower class of vile men and are the most fertile 
source for the spread of all forms of venereal disease. 
They have not the sense nor the understanding to 
avoid disease nor any care as to its spread. 

They are most expensive to the state because they 
are the most fruitful source of disease and mentally-
defective children who are apt to become state 
charges.”

W.N. Bullard (1908), from article “The High-Grade 
Mental Defectives” 

Source: Boston Medical & Surgical Journal 166(25):911-915 

Source: Boston Medical & Surgical Journal 159:240-242
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Quotes from the Supreme Court ruling Buck v. Bell, 
allowing forces sterilization by the government

“The judgment finds the facts that have been recited and that Carrie Buck 

is the probable potential parent of socially inadequate offspring, likewise afflicted, that she may be sexually 
sterilized without detriment to her general health and that her welfare and that of society will be promoted by her 
sterilization,

and thereupon makes the order.”

“Carrie Buck is a feeble-minded white woman who was committed to the State Colony…”

“She is the daughter of a feeble-minded mother in the same institution, and the mother of an illegitimate feeble-
minded child.”

“We have seen more than once that the public welfare may call upon the best citizens for their lives. It would be 
strange if it could not call upon those who already sap the strength of the State for these lesser sacrifices, often 
not felt to be such by those concerned, in order to prevent our being swamped with incompetence. It is better for 
all the world, if instead of waiting to execute degenerate offspring for crime, or to let them starve for their 
imbecility, society can prevent those who are manifestly unfit from continuing their kind. The principle that 
sustains compulsory vaccination is broad enough to cover cutting the Fallopian tubes.”

“Three generations of imbeciles are enough.”

Oliver Wendell Holmes, 1927
Buck v. Bell, 274 US 200 - Supreme Court 1927
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Photo: circa 1935. Source: The Harry H. Laughlin Papers, Truman State University, Lantern Slides, Black Case, Section 12
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Image: circa 1924. Source: Robert Bogdan Collection Image: W.J. Hadden, C.H. Robinson, and M.R. Melendy, 1930. 
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Image: The Chicago Daily Tribune, 1915. Source: Martin S. Pernick
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Image: C.G. Campbelll, 1936. Source: Cold Spring Harbor, ERO, Eugenical News, 21
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Photo by Underwood & Underwood, October 1915. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society, Image ID 2003
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Published in Volk und Rasse, August 1936. Source: Calvin College German 
Propaganda Archive 

Translation German-English:

“The terrible legacy of a woman 
drunkard”

“894 descendants in 83 years”

“40 live in a poorhouse, 67 criminals, 7 
murderers, 181 prostitutes, 142  

beggars”

“437 (about 50%) were asocial, and 
caused 5 million DM* of costs”  

* Deutsche Mark = German currency at the time
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Image: 1924. Source: The Harry H. Laughlin Papers, Truman State University, papers, C-2-6,6
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Image: circa 1911. Source: American Philosophical Society, ERO, MSC77,SerI,Box 44, A:35-7
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Excerpts from the New York State
Patients’ Bill of Rights:

“(8) Receive complete information about your diagnosis, treatment and prognosis.

(9) Receive all the information that you need to give informed consent for any proposed procedure 
or treatment. This information shall include the possible risks and benefits of the procedure or 
treatment.”

“As a patient in a hospital in New York State, you have the right, consistent with law, to:”

“(2) Receive treatment without discrimination as to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
disability, sexual orientation, age or source of payment.”

“(12) Refuse to take part in research. In deciding whether or not to participate, you have the right 
to a full explanation.”

“(14) Participate in all decisions about your treatment and discharge from the hospital.”

New York State Department of Health. Publication Number 1500, version 2/2019
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