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Hemingway Imitation Assignment 
Now that you’ve learned about Hemingway’s style and what inspired it, try writing an 
imitation of his style. You can have fun with it by saying absolutely as little as possible about 
the characters or place but still try to give the reader clues. Remember to do the following: 
 
 

• Not much character description—sometimes not even the characters’ names 
• Not much description of setting—only a few key details  
• The action seems internal and subtle, rather than external 
• Cryptic or sudden ending 

 
Need help getting started? 
 
Try one of these topics…. 

• A couple is fighting because one of them forgot their anniversary  
• A teenager wants their parents’ permission to go out with friends—on the day of a 

family celebration 
• A tired soldier leaves the army camp to head for home 

 
Still want suggestions? 
As a great artist said, “Good artists copy, great artists steal.” Since you’re not going to publish 
this writing for money, you can get yourself into a Hemingway mood by stealing one or more 
of these lines: 
 

As the American girl passed the office, the padrone bowed from his desk. Something felt very small 
and tight inside the girl. The padrone made her feel very small and at the same time really 
important.      -- “Cat in the Rain”  

 

The girl was looking off at the line of hills. They were white in the sun and the country was brown and 
dry.  
“They look like white elephants," she said. 
 "I've never seen one," the man drank his beer. 
 "No, you wouldn't have."  
"I might have," the man said. "Just because you say I wouldn't have doesn't prove anything." 
-- “Hill Like White Elephants”  

 

"He had a wife once too." 
"A wife would be no good to him now."  
-- “A Clean Well-Lighted Place”  

 
 


