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Edison: Boyhood and Teen Years

Essential Question
What skills and qualities help inventors to be successful?
Before You Watch










Work with a partner to answer these questions.

1. What do you think Thomas Edison was like as a young boy and as a teenager? What do you think he was like as a student?
2. Write down two skills or qualities that you think would be helpful to an inventor. Then list a few ways that someone could develop each of these.
	
	Skills or Qualities of Inventors
	Ways To Develop Them

	1 
	
	

	2
	
	


Vocabulary: Review these vocabulary words and their definitions before watching the video.

· introspective—examining one’s own thoughts and feelings
· curious—eager to investigate and learn about something; curiosity is the desire to learn or know more about something
· initiative—readiness to take action, especially to start a new venture
· obsessive—thinking a lot about one particular thing or idea
· telegraph—an electric device or system for transmitting coded messages over wires; telegraphy is the practice of communicating by telegraph
· mastery—skill or knowledge that makes one an expert in something
· Morse Code—patterns of dots and dashes (shorter and longer sounds) that represent letters and numbers. Morse Code was used to transmit telegraph messages
· patent—a legal document that gives an inventor the exclusive right to produce, market, and sell an invention
While You Watch









Look for answers to these questions while watching the video. You may want to watch the video more than once.
1. For how long did Edison go to school? 
2. How did he learn outside of school? 

3. How old was Edison when he began selling newspapers? 
4. Why did he decide to get a job?
5. How old was Edison when he began to lose his hearing? 
6. How did he turn a disability into a strength?
After You Watch









Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. 

· List some of Edison’s qualities, cite specific examples from the video, and explain how these helped him to become an inventor. How do these compare to the skills and qualities you listed in the “Before You Watch” section?
Student Reading

Follow these instructions as you read, Edison: Student Reading – Biography 
· Underline words that describe Edison’s skills and qualities.
· Box paragraphs that explain how he may have developed these and how they helped make him a success.
Next, answer the following question.
· What skills, interests, habits, and experiences do you have that you might share with inventors?
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