
Building Bridges

We have been going on adventures as engineers with 
the Cat in the Hat from the PBS KIDS program 
The Cat in the Hat Knows A Lot About That! 

Our adventure began when we imagined we were in 
the Thinga-ma-jigger going to visit a place called 
Spansylvania. While we were there, we ran into a dragon 
and discovered that we needed to make a bridge to get 
away. We were up to the challenge and now we know how 
to solve the problem! As a class, we imagined and planned 
using drawings of our model bridge. Next, we tested 
different materials to see what would be long enough and 
strong enough to work as a bridge in this situation.

To find out more about what your child learned,             
you can ask: 

• Can you tell me about your drawing? 
• What did you make your bridge out of?
• Why did you choose those materials?
• Did it work out the way you planned?
• Did you make any changes to your bridge to 
   improve it?
• Did the changes you made turn out how 
   you planned?
• Would you do anything differently?

Next, watch “Building Bridges” together: 

https://bit.ly/2HX7MZJ

By watching this with your child, you can talk to them 
about how they have been learning to solve problems. 

In class, we have been using  The Engineering Design Process to help us think about solving 
problems. Improving and communicating are very important parts of any engineering design 
process. See if you can challenge your child to improve their design and explain to you their thinking 
process. 

Hello,



Playing is an essential part of learning. When you play with your child they will learn about how the world works, 
which is what science and engineering is all about. Some ideas to keep the learning going might include: 

1. Create a pretend river and ask your child how they would build a bridge over it using paper towel rolls, cans of 
food, boxes, or whatever you have at home. 

2. Engineers often make and use simulations. Playing the digital game Bridge-a-Rama (pbskids.org/
catinthehat/games/bridge-a-rama) together is a great way to model, or show, the process. 

I look forward to hearing about the new ways you and your child are learning together.

On to the next learning adventure!
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Find related games in the FREE 
The Cat in the Hat Builds That app. 
Download it now at  pbskids.org/apps
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