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Tune in to Curious George® on PBS KIDS®

and explore pbskids.org/curiousgeorge and facebook.com/curiousgeorge for online fun and games!

Five Senses Fun Facts
Your fi ve senses are the key to fi nding out all about the world. Explore some 
fun facts about how we see, hear, smell, touch, and taste.

  Sight
Did you know the black circle in your eye is called the pupil and it 
changes depending on how much light there is? 

Try it! Have children look in a mirror and focus on the black 
pupil  in their eye. Turn the light on and then off. What happens 
to the pupil when there is more light? What about when there is 
less light?

Taste
Your taste buds can get a little mixed up when you sniff strong 
smelling foods. 

Try it! Hold a half of an onion under a child’s nose and have 
him eat an apple slice (or another food) at the same time. What 
does the apple taste like?

Sound
You can train your ears to recognize small differences in 
sounds that are very similar.  

 Try it! Ask children to listen as you slowly clap your flat 
 palms together ten times. Then cup your hands and clap  
 them ten more times. Have children close their eyes and  
 clap again. Can they hear the difference in the claps?

Touch
Every time you touch something with your finger you leave 
something behind—a fingerprint. No two fingerprints are 
exactly alike!

 Try it! Have children press a finger in washable ink. Help 
 them touch a sheet of paper and leave their print behind. 
 How do children’s prints look the same? Different?

Smell
A nose can smell more than 1,000,000,000,000—1 trillion—different odors! 

Try it! Have children sniff different objects (flowers, herbs, shoes, soap, etc.). 
Help them describe and compare the scents. What scent did you like best? What did 
you like about it? Did they smell similar? How? Can you tell which scent is strongest? How?

Science Fun Fact 
Activities
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Science 
Fun Facts

Read and Find Out More 
About the Five Senses
Touch (Senses Series) 
Anita Ganeri, Smart Apple Media, 2013

This science book series is about the amazing ways 

animals use their senses to understand the world. 

Read and Find Out More 
About the Five Senses
Touch (Senses Series) 
Anita Ganeri, Smart Apple Media, 2013

This science book series is about the amazing ways 

animals use their senses to understand the world. 

Click and Explore
Try this online game about the senses of 

sight and sound at pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/games: 

• Cows Don’t Quack! This game is full of crazy noises—cows that quack 
and dogs that chirp. Your child’s task is to listen and straighten them out!

Tune in to Curious George® on PBS KIDS®

and explore pbskids.org/curiousgeorge and facebook.com/curiousgeorge for online fun and games!

Amazing Animal Senses
All animals use their senses to fi nd out about the world 
but different animals rely on different 
senses. What sense do you think dogs 
use most to fi nd out about the world? 

Sound
Grasshoppers and crickets listen with   
their knees. That’s right, their ears are 
just below the knee!

Sight
Deer have eyes at the side of their head 
so they can keep a look out for predators   
while they eat their food.

Smell
Snakes use their tongues to smell their   
food. They flick their tongue in and out 
to catch the smell of their next dinner 
in the air.

Touch
Cats use their whiskers to help them 
feel their way around in the dark. The    
whiskers brush against objects as they       
move around.

Taste
Butterflies taste with their feet. When 
a butterfly lands on a flower, its feet 
tell it whether it’s sweet tasting. If it is, 
it uncurls its tongue and sucks up 
the nectar. 
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