
 

 

TRANSCRIPT 

FRONTLINE: Growing Up Trans 
A Fresh Start 
 

NARRATOR: Two years ago, when Ariel first transitioned, she and her mom decided to make a 

fresh start. They moved to a new town and enrolled in a new school where nobody had known 

her as Ian. 

KERRY, Ariel’s Mother: When she first went into school, she went into school with the teachers, 

the faculty knowing that she was transgender. But her classmates or any of the students in the 

school did not know. 

And I wanted that for her not because we were even embarrassed or we wanted to hide it, but I 

wanted everybody to just know Ariel as Ariel. I would rather you meet her as her, and then if you 

find that out about her, it’s just something about her. It’s not who she is, it’s just another part of 

her. 

NARRATOR: Although puberty blockers had allowed Ariel to pass, three months into the new 

school year, while changing in the girls’ locker room, she was outed. 

EMMA, Ariel’s friend: At first, I sort of felt bad for her because it must have been so hard, 

obviously. And it was just sort of, like, tension between us. Like, I didn’t know how far I should 

go, like, if I should bring it up, or if I should just treat her normally, or just like nothing happened. 

GABE, Ariel’s friend: Yeah, that’s— that’s probably the reason that I felt uncomfortable 

because— not— not uncomfortable. That’s— the reason I was, like, surprised, and like, it was 

just a new idea to me, too. I didn’t even know what transgender was before that. And so because 

she was like— she’s such a girl that it really— it was so shocking. 

EMMA: Well, it would have been different if I had met Ariel as a boy first. But we still would be 

where we are now, I think. 
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ARIEL: I— like— I know we’re really close, but I really— like, I’ve had— I had an experience at 

my old school, and I really don’t think it would be, like, as close as we are now, like, it would 

never be like this if I came in as a boy. Like— and it would have changed our relationship. I 

definitely know that. 

EMMA: You’re right. It would have, actually. 

ARIEL: It would. 

EMMA: We’d still be friends, but it wouldn’t— I guess it wouldn’t really be where we are now. 

ARIEL: There is still some of that awkwardness. No matter how comfortable— you know, say, 

like, all the girls in the class are having this giant slumber party, and they’re all just, like, throwing 

off their shirts, and like, just dancing around and, like, just changing and stuff. You know, it’s kind 

of hard, and I’m always sort of changing in the corner still, even though how comfortable I could 

be— so I feel kind of left out. 

EMMA: It’s almost like there’s a fine line between trying to include her and trying not to include 

her so much that it made her feel excluded from everything. I keep accidentally making her feel 

bad, and it— it’s just— it must be so hard for her. I can’t even imagine it. 
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