
Aquarist, Diver, & Aquarium Curator: Transcript 
 
HALLE MINSHALL: 
When a visitor walks into the aquarium, they’re going to see the fish, and the ambiance, 
and the tank, but not in the same way that I do. 
 
RAY POPIK: 
They’re gonna see the animals swimming around freely, and not really think twice about 
how it got there, or how it’s maintained. However, I see the complete opposite. 
 
STEPHANIE WHITE:  
When I enter the aquarium, I see what is the tank levels, in the water…. 
 
RAY POPIK: 
The first thing I’m looking for is animal health… 
 
HALLE MINSHALL: 
Are they all eating? Are they doing what should be normal fish behaviors?  
 
STEPHANIE WHITE: 
…is the décor in place, and all the details that the guests don’t necessarily focus on...  
 
STEPHANIE WHITE: 
I’ve always been an animal person, so I love taking care of the animals on a daily basis. 
 
My name’s Stephanie White. I am the curator here at the Greater Cleveland Aquarium.  
An aquarium curator is someone who’s in charge of the animals and the exhibits. I will 
be feeding the sharks and sting ray in the touch pool today.  
 

STEPHANIE WHITE (nat sound): 
We have three different species of sting rays. We hand feed the sting rays. Today, the 

menu is herring. The sting rays will come around to the side as they smell the food. 

(splashing and feeding) We feed them twice a day and they get pretty excited.  

 

STEPHANIE WHITE: 
I graduated from Ohio University with a marine biology and environmental science 

degree.  I then moved to the Florida panhandle and gained ten years’ experience in 

fisheries research. 

...it’s actually very interesting to come back and be able to have a marine biology job in 

Ohio. 

 

HALLE MINSHALL: 
Every single day, I get to dive with sharks and eels and sting rays, and awesome, 

amazing fish. 



I’m Halle Minshall, dive safety coordinator at the Greater Cleveland Aquarium.  A dive 

safety coordinator is responsible for all of the divers in the aquarium. 

 

HALLE MINSHALL: 
For diving, there’s a lot of calculations into how long you can stay down or how long a 

tank of air will last you, how much weight you need. Science is a big part of what we do 

here. 

 

HALLE MINSHALL (nat sound): 
Right now, we’re about to start our morning dive. We’re going to get into the main tank, 

swim around and do a check on all the animals, and then we’re going to begin cleaning 

the acrylic tunnel. This is done every morning. 

 

HALLE MINSHALL: 
I get asked a lot if I am nervous about swimming with sharks. And to be honest, I did a 

little bit at first, but now, I really feel no anxiety or nervousness getting into the tank with 

them, whatsoever. 

 

HALLE MINSHALL: 
Many people have a misperception of these animals as being very dangerous, and 

aggressive, and man eaters but they’re not these ferocious beasts running around the 

ocean. The only animals that make me a little bit nervous are the eels occasionally. 

They’re a little bit more frisky than the sharks are, so I have to watch out for those guys 

now and then.  

 

HALLE MINSHALL: 
In college, I studied biology and environmental science and I spent some time working 

in labs that afforded me to do research on marine organisms and even let me do scuba 

diving at school. 

 

HALLE MINSHALL: 
Since then, l did diving all over the world and then come back to Ohio and combined 

those two interests to working here. It’s an awesome combination of two of my favorite 

things.  

 

RAY POPIK:  

I’m really into the aquatics and the animals, you know. It’s something I was doing as a 

hobby, and I was able to turn into a career.  

 

RAY POPIK:  

My name’s Ray Popik. I’m here at the Greater Cleveland Aquarium as a senior aquarist.  



An aquarist is anyone who takes care of aquatic animals. That can encompass fish, 

invertebrates, marine mammals. We’re primarily biologists, so what we’re doing on a 

daily basis is biology for the most part. Keeping all the animals healthy and content, 

keeping water chemistries all balanced out correctly, so that every fish has the 

appropriate level of pH or salt or temperature. But at the same time, topics like 

engineering – we’re in charge of all the plumbing and filtration here –and that’s all 

engineering to work out the design and the flow patterns of the water.  

 

RAY POPIK (nat sound):  

I’m preparing today’s shark feed. Today’s shark feed is gonna be mackerel. We rotate 

through different types of food throughout the week. We’ll use mackerel, skate, flounder, 

porgi’s a favorite of theirs. Uh, so we got different size sharks, so we have to chop up 

different size food for them. You basically feed your fish according to the size of their 

mouths. Obviously, if it’s too big of a piece, the fish can’t eat it. 

 

RAY POPIK:  

Throughout high school, I always knew I wanted to get into science. Towards the end of 

high school, I started thinking about it more, and realized I liked aquatics, and I liked 

biology just a little bit better than physics or chemistry, I found Bowling Green State 

University’s marine program. It’s all volunteer, hands on, how to take care of fish tanks 

and exhibits, really built the foundation of what I do here as a career, at that early stage. 

 

RAY POPIK:  

You have to be aware at all times of your surroundings and what’s going on with the 

animals, and you have to give the animals a healthy respect of space. For example, 

with the sharks, I’m not really concerned about them. They’re not gonna bump into me, 

they’re not gonna bite me. Um, I’m too big of a food source, they’re not gonna look at 

me as a snack. We feed ‘em three days a week. In the wild, they might only eat one day 

a week, or every other week, so they’re well taken care of, well fed here. We just do our 

best to stay out of their way.  

 

I love the variety of it. I’m not doing the same thing every day, I’m not sitting at a desk, 

so it’s always something new, and that’s probably the best part of my job. 

 

STEPHANIE WHITE: 
Most people wouldn’t be able to see sharks and sting rays, and I love bringing that to 

Cleveland and allowing people to see the environment and hopefully help conserve the 

ocean and the animals that live in it.  

 

HALLE MINSHALL: 

No one else, if anyone, in Ohio, gets to do what I get to do every day so I just love that.  


