Music.

Ax chopping wood.

Chain saw buzzing.
Music.

Ora Jordan:  Until the river is full of logs; when the river’s raised, forced the logs out and at that time poplar being taken out. No poplar was took out that had a hole in it.  Take the winter time, when there’s lots of water, maybe eight or ten men along the river with hooks, kept them logs scattered, get them rolled out and they float on down, maybe lodge somewhere and go follow them up.  The crew start up somewhere over grass creel and maybe go over to Sutton.  Follow them logs right in.
Arden Cogar, Sr:  All your early logging was tough work out there.  You had the old crosscut saw and your ax and the can opener rolling with them.  And pull the logs with the horses and it was some tough work out there.  I was a logger all my life, you know.  Yeah, I was out there when I was 13 years old pulling a crosscut saw and an ax you know and choppin’ and notchin’ and cuttin’ with a crosscut saw.
Ax chopping wood.

AC Sr:  It got dark and these people sitting around, whittling, smoking their pipe you know like old timers did; which one was the best chopper.  And so they set them up this one Sunday they had nothing else to do; they just set around and whittle, get them some soft wood and whittle and make things with their knives.  So they set themselves up a contest that was a hundred year ago in 1870 and so it showed in there the blocks, and it used great big blocks, and the man who cut his block in two first that’s how the woodchopping got started in Australia.

Man:  Come on. Level off.
Arden Cogar, Jr:  When I was a boy woodchopping and lumberjack sports was probably the last thing I had on my mind.  I wanted to play football, I wanted to play basketball, I wanted to run track, wanted to play baseball.  Wanted to do anything except woodchop; and then when I was about 17 or 18 I realized I wasn’t big enough to play football at WVU and I wasn’t good enough to wrestle or do anything else so I kinda fell into woodchopping as something to do because my Dad already had the equipment.  And so, I played with it as a child and followed him to all the shows and done it just for something to do on the weekends.
Announcer:  Ready?  Contestants ready?  Set. Go!
Saw sawing.

Announcer:  Come on ladies and gentlemen, pick a winner and give them a big hand.  Dig in, dig in, dig in for it.  Come on, big hand ladies and gentlemen.
Jason Wynyard:  I think most of the competitors live off their proprietors or relatives because it’s such a dangerous sport it’s really hard to get new people into it.  But it’s great in the USA here a lot of the colleges, colleges they have timber sports teams and they compete against other colleges.  And that’s really great, it enables you to get more competitors into the sport and it’s really a good thing.  We don’t have that back in New Zealand and Australia.  Most of the new competitors come by either living off their fathers or by living off friends.
Denise Carlson:  I’m standing outside, playing in the yard and my father has been competing for 35 years and came over and asked me if I wanted to try it and of course, I jumped on the opportunity and I’ve been sawing ever since.  This year I’m competing in the Women’s Underhand for the first year so I’m learning how to chop as well.
JP Mercier:  OK right now what I’m doing is marked where I want to hit it, it doesn’t mean I will hit it there but at least it’s a guideline.  And I try to get an angle of about 45 degrees.  And I’m going to take a little bit more.  You see how close to the middle line here I’m going to go a little wider here so it’s shorter.  I won’t be stuck in the middle.  So I have about like 8, 9 inches between my two feet where I’m going to chop sometimes more because I know when I’m chopping on that side then my right foot is almost on the top of it so.  The left foot is not as close as the line because that is where the ax is going to hit.  But this one is not too bad because the ax can touch the other foot.  But then when I chop the other side that foot is going to get further and this one is going to get a little closer.  Sometime you’re going to go the end, you just chop a little at the end then you can just check with the ax, how the ax goes on in and how much moisture you got on it.  So right now this log doesn’t look too bad.  The top’s a little bit firm but not too bad for what I think so that should be a good log.  So I think I should be able to make a good time as long as I’m not missing my hits.
Music.
AC Jr:  Every one of the events that is going to be at the Woodchopping Festival is actually an incarnation of something they did in the woods over 100 years ago.  The Underhand Chop, where we stand on top of the log and cut the log between our feet, is an indication of when the log was fell to the ground they would cut it up in to log lengths by actually standing on top of the log and cutting it in two.  Used to be when they were making the log cabins that’s how they had to do it before they had crosscut saws or saws they could use to square up the butt ends of logs.  They actually had to chop them and the other events like Standing Block Chop where we cut a vertical piece of timber that’s affixed to a stand approximately 30 inches high that is actually simulation of falling a tree in the woods where we actually cut a front end in the log, turn around the backside, cut the back end and have it fall a certain direction.  And the other event, the other chopping event is called Spring Board Chop where we will cut a notch in the tree, grab a board, stick the board in the notch, hop on top of the first board, cut a second notch in the tree, stick a second board in the second notch, hop on top of the second board and cut a block off the top of the nine foot pole all the way off.  And that’s a simulation of falling old growth timber way, way back when because the old butt swells, the root system, wouldn’t allow you to fall a timber right where you were standing.  You had to get above the roots and the butt swell in order to be able to get to the middle of the timber.  
Music.

Ax chopping tree.
Music.
Cheers.
Crosscut saws sawing.
Announcer:  Come on, pick a winner again ladies and gentlemen, what’d you say.
Music.

Announcer:  Ready, set, go!

Chain saw buzzing.

AC Jr:  If there are trees anywhere you grow up or anywhere you’re around, odds are at some point in time there’s been someone in that area logging.  And if you’ve been there for three or four generations odds are someone in your family has cut down a tree at one point in time.  If that’s been more than fifty to one hundred years ago they was using an ax or crosscut saw.  And what we’re doing by competing in lumberjack sports is maintaining a heritage of the old work ethic of old time logging and preserving it for future generations. 
