
 

 

TRANSCRIPT 

FRONTLINE: The Rise of ISIS 
What Is the Difference Between Al Qaeda and ISIS?  

 

HOSHYAR ZEBARI, Iraq Foreign Minister, 2003-14: Al Qaeda was an underground 

organization. It could hurt. It could maim. It could terrorize people, bomb, blow up. We know their 

tactics. But ISIS has a different strategy. They have a plan. They have a strategy to establish a 

state, an Islamic emirate. 

MARTIN SMITH: [voice-over] On June 29th, ISIS declared a caliphate, an Islamic nation 

representing the world’s Muslim faithful, an entity that recognizes no political borders. 

ISIS FIGHTER: As you can see, this is the so-called border. We don’t recognize it and we will 

never recognize it. 

MARTIN SMITH: For this ISIS propaganda video, militants bulldozed the Syrian-Iraq border. An 

ISIS recruit from Chile is calling on Muslims everywhere to join them. 

ISIS FIGHTER: We will break the barrier of Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, all the countries. This is the 

first barriers of many barriers we will break. 

LAITH KUBBA, Fmr. Iraq Government Spokesman: By declaring the Khalifah, they did 

something nobody else has done. 

MARTIN SMITH: [on camera] The caliphate. 

LAITH KUBBA: The caliphate. The implication of this in the minds of the traditional Salafi 

believers is that they have a religious obligation to pledge loyalty. 

MARTIN SMITH: Salafis being hard-core Islamist fundamentalists. 

LAITH KUBBA: I would say the traditional religious fundamentalist. Due to their faith in that 

particular sect, they have an obligation to respond to a caliph if he calls them. Now, I know not all 

Salafis will do that. But even if 1 percent of the Salafis do that, you’re talking about tens of 
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thousands of people now in Nigeria, in Saudi Arabia, in Jordan, in every Muslim country, Sunni 

country. 

CROWD: [subtitles] We pledge to honor and obey! God is great! The Islamic State will endure! 

DAVID KILCULLEN, U.S. Military Advisor, 2005-11: We have chosen to depict ISIS as a 

successor, or a partner, to al Qaeda. It’s actually not. Islamic State is a state-building enterprise. 

They’re trying to create a real state, not some post-modern virtual, you know, al Qaeda-style 

thing that only exists in your head. They’re trying to create something that looks like a real state. 

It’s a very different model. 

MARTIN SMITH: On July 4th, ISIS made an another extraordinary move. In their newly occupied 

Mosul, the leader of ISIS, Abu Bakr al Baghdadi, ascended the pulpit of the Great Mosque. 

ABU BAKR AL BAGHDADI: [subtitles] Truly all praise belongs to Allah. We praise Him and seek 

His help and His forgiveness. 

MICHAEL GORDON, The New York Times: Baghdadi gave a sermon in Mosul. Bin Laden never 

did that. Zawahiri never did that. 

ABU BAKR AL BAGHDADI: [subtitles] This is the time when the prophet commands his armies 

to fight and do jihad against the infidels. 

MICHAEL GORDON: In an Arab city in broad daylight, an Arab city that used to be under control 

of American troops? It’s a very ostentatious move and one that’s likely to attract more support. 

ABU BAKR AL BAGHDADI: [subtitles] If you desire what God has promised, then set out in jihad 

for His cause. 

MARTIN SMITH: After Baghdadi’s sermon, thousands more jihadists flocked to Syria and Iraq. 

ALI KHEDERY: Virtually every country in the world, you have young, disaffected youth, both men 

and women, who have little hope in their life, who want to be a part of something special, want to 

be a part of something successful, and they now see ISIL taking over vast swaths of both Syria 

and Iraq, succeeding like no one else has succeeded. This is the al Qaeda that Osama bin Laden 

only dreamed of building. 
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