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AMERICANS CREATE MORE GARBAGE PER PERSON THAN ANY OTHER COUNTRY IN THE WORLD, ALMOST 4 ½ POUNDS FOR EVERY MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD EVER DAY. THAT’S A LOT OF GARBAGE. AND ALL THAT TRASH NEEDS SOMEWHERE TO GO.

THE PROBLEM OF DECIDING WHAT TO DO WITH OUR GARBAGE ISN’T NEW. PEOPLE HAVE ALWAYS WRESTLED WITH WHAT TO DO WITH THEIR TRASH.

IT DIDN’T TAKE LONG FOR PEOPLE TO REALIZE THAT TOSSING TRASH INTO THE STREET WAS UNHEALTHY AND IT SMELLED.

IN THE LATE 1700’S THE BRITISH FINALLY MADE THE CONNECTION BETWEEN DISEASE AND HAVING GARBAGE LYING AROUND. SO TODAY WE GO TO A LOT OF EFFORT TO GET RID OF OUR TRASH. 

SO WHERE DOES ALL THE GARBAGE GO? WELL, IT DEPENDS ON THE TYPE OF GARBAGE AND HOW IT IS SORTED.

 MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE IS A TERM USED TO DESCRIBE GARBAGE SUCH AS OLD FOOD, USED SHOES OR CONTAINERS.

SOME GARBAGE IS TAKEN TO A WASTE TO ENERGY PLANT. THE WASTE TO ENERGY PLANT BURNS THE GARBAGE TO CREATE ENERGY.

BURNING IS SOMETIMES CALLED COMBUSTION. WASTE TO ENERGY PLANTS HAVE BEEN AROUND SINCE THE LATE 1800’S.

TODAY THE UNITED STATES BURNS ABOUT 17% OF ITS SOLID WASTE. IN IDAHO MOST GARBAGE GOES TO A DUMP ALSO KNOWN AS A SANITARY LANDFILL.

HERE GARBAGE IS BURIED. SANITARY LANDFILLS ARE USUALLY FAR AWAY FROM PEOPLE, LIVESTOCK AND WATER. THAT’S BECAUSE GARBAGE CAN CARRY DISEASE.

LANDFILLS HAVE LOTS OF RULES THAT HELP PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT AND KEEP ALL OF US SAFE.

TODAY MORE THAN HALF OF AMERICA’S GARBAGE ENDS UP IN LANDFILLS LIKE THIS ONE.

SOMETIMES PEOPLE HAVE MORE GARBAGE THAN THEY KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH AND THAT CAN LEAD TO PROBLEMS.

SO WHAT CAN YOU DO TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF TRASH? WELL THERE ARE 3 WAYS TO CUT DOWN ON GARBAGE.

THE FIRST IS SOURCE REDUCTION. THAT MEANS REDUCING THE AMOUNT OF WASTE WE PRODUCE IN THE FIRST PLACE.

THE SECOND WAY TO HELP CUT DOWN ON WASTE IS TO REUSE. SOME STATES EXCHANGE FILLED POP BOTTLE FOR OLD ONES. THEN THEY CLEAN AND REUSE THE OLD BOTTLES CUTTING DOWN ON THE AMOUNT OF WASTE.
AND THE THIRD WAY ALL OF US CAN HELP WITH THE GARBAGE PROBLEM IS TO RECYCLE. RECYCLING IS TO MAKE SOMETHING OLD NEW AGAIN.

OLD METAL CANS ARE USED TO MAKE NEW CANS AND OTHER ITEMS THAT NEED METAL. OLD NEWSPAPERS ARE RECYCLED TO MAKE NEW NEWSPAPERS.

LOTS OF PLACES GIVE FAMILIES SPECIAL CONTAINERS TO SORT RECYCLABLE ITEMS SUCH AS ALUMINUM, PLASTICS AND PAPER.

THESE ITEMS ARE PICKED UP ALONG WITH THE REST OF THE TRASH EACH WEEK AND TAKEN TO A FACTORY THAT REUSES THEM.

IT TAKES ALL OF US WORKING TOGETHER TO HELP THE ENVIRONMENT. YOU CAN HELP BY REMEMBERING YOUR THREE ‘R’S.  NO, NOT READING, WRITING, ARITHMETIC.

FOR CONTROLLING WASTE REMEMBER REDUCE, REUSE RECYCLE.
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