NAZI MEGA WEAPONS

HITLER’S MEGASHIPS 
POST PRODUCTION SCRIPT - 

 

	Shot Description 
	Audio Transcript

	LA to tower and smoke 

LS to group on deck 

LA SA man turns wheel 

LS group semaphore on deck 

White out to LS ship moving FL 

TS of ship 
	COMM
On September 15th 

1940
The Bismarck

Sets sail for the first time to the Baltic 

Sea for trails  



	Rear shot of Jan walking along path 

LS down canal to bridge

LMS Jan walking FL  

LS down canal 

LS down canal to bridge flash through BW images of Bismarck 


	Jan Witt:

This is the bank of the Kiel 

Canal and this was the way 

The Bismarck took on her first 

journey from Hamburg to the 

Baltic 

	Map of Europe - Soviet Union animates 

Zoom into Kiel Canal as name animates 
	COMM

61 miles long the Kiel Canal cuts across 

land  - from Hamburg to the Baltic Sea 



	MS Jan walking FL by canal 

OS Jan to canal 

MS Jan walking FL by canal 

SA boat moving FL along canal flash through BW images of Bismarck 


	Jan Witt:

By taking the canal she could avoid 

Travelling around Denmark thus avoiding possible attacks by the British - 

It must have been an impressive sight to see this massive, this giant vessel travelling through this

artificial waterway 



	LS alongside of ship as moves away 

BW sailing by flip chart 

AB TS sailors OOFL 

HA CU water in wake of Bismarck


	COMM

After 8 weeks of sea trials and intensive training for the two thousand 
strong crew, the Bismarck is deemed ready for war.  
And just in time 



	CU wake of ship 

HA to guns on deck 

MS James Holland OOFR 
	James Holland : 

The battle for the Atlantic is, is  starting to really 
build momentum, and finally Bismarck is 
ready, this huge battleship, the 
World’s largest battleship with all its enormous firepower and there is a real sense of confidence and anticipation that it’s going to go out into the Atlantic and really make a huge impact. 



	Recon from ship to dock Caption May 5, 1941

Baltic Sea

Through grill to ‘Hitler’ walking FR 


	

	Recon CU ‘Hitler’ walking FL 

POV from ship to dock

HA to inspection on deck below  

2s walking to camera 
	COMM

In May 1941, Hitler inspects the 

Bismarck, and newly finished Tirpitz with Fleet Commander Admiral Günther Lütjens
The Fuhrer is unusually concerned 



	They turn FL and walk behind men 
	Hitler

The numerical superiority of the British fleet presents a great risk - 

Raeder: 

True Mein Fuhrer - but Bismarck is by far superior to any British ship - 



	MS James Holland OOFR 

BW LS to U boat  white out to LS U boat moving FR 

TS U Boat moves FR with troops waving 

MS James Holland OOFR 

BW OS to controls 

MS James Holland OOFR 
	James Holland

By May 1941 when Hitler 
inspects the Tirpitz and the Bismarck 
he is much more persuaded by the value of U Boats and it seems that 
there is a growing tension between Raeder and Hitler on 
Raeder’s vision for the navy which still involves surface vessels.

Raeder is very keen to get the Bismarck out into action, because when it goes out there it is going to show Hitler that he was right all along, and so he wants to test his greatest warship 



	SA Recon  ‘Hitler’ through window 
	COMM:

But Hitler is nervous about sending his prized battle ship to war 



	LMS Jan Witt OOFR 

BW Hitler on train laughing 
	Jan Witt

While Raeder was 
thinking in military terms, Hitler was more thinking in terms of propaganda of 

Politics of a - the image of Germany in the world. 



	POV from train to platform - men standing saluting 


	

	POV from ship to wake and ships following 

CU cylinder turns 

2s men in engine room 

CU engine room - man b/g

SA CU man at controls

POV from ship to wake

SA TS men on convoy ship   OOFR

LMS men on ship looking OOFL 


	COMM
On May 18th 1941, the Bismarck embarks 

on her maiden mission under the command of Admiral Lutjens.

Codenamed exercise 
Rhine, her task is to attack the 
Atlantic convoys supplying Britain with the essential 
materials it needs to keep fighting.



	POV ship to ship 

May 23, 1941

Denmark Strait, North Atlantic.


	

	White out to guns f/g - ship moves b/g 

MS James Holland OOFR 
	James Holland: 

When the Bismarck goes to sea the British are absolutely determined to sink it 
come what may. 
And it’s not just because they’re fearful of its potential as a weapon 
but it’s also because they know what a prestigious scalp it will be if they sink it.



	BW POV ship to ship 
LMS man looks OOFL through binos 

BW LS sailing to camera 


	COMM
The Bismarck is soon hunted down by ships from the Royal Navy, spearheaded 
by HMS Hood – The 
pride of the British fleet.



	3s on ship 

Subtitle:  Reporting to commander, ship ready for battle!
SA BCU shell loaded 

	SOVT in German
Sailor: Reporting to Commander, ship ready for battle! 



	Recon SA MS tilt down to hands turning wheel 

BW LA CU guns turn FL 


	

	LA BCU as gun barrel loaded 

Recon CU arms - tilt up as turn knob 

LS SA ship fired FR 

WS to ship as fires 

HA to 3s guns fire FR 

WS to ship 

LS ship as fires

WS ship firing 
	COMM
The Bismarck and Hood 
engage in heavy gun fire. 



	WS to HMS Hood  - smoke billows round - fires repeatedly 
	COMM

This German footage shows the Bismarck’s massive 15 inch guns firing at the Hood from a distance of nearly 10 miles.   The Bismarck sinks The Hood with a direct hit.



	James Holland OOFR 

LS HMS Hood moving FR

CU HMS Hood  

MS James Holland OOFR 

POV from Bismarck to Hood as smoke rises 


	James Holland: 

HMS Hood is possibly the most famous ship in the Royal Navy, more so than, than its battleships, more so than its aircraft carriers. It’s the one ship that everybody knows in Britain. So to sink it with one 
shell is a terrible, terrible blow for the British and a great coup for Raeder.



	WS to horizon and HMS Hood  smoking whit out to LS ship OOFL

LS ship OOFR 

LA TS ship OOFL 
	COMM
But Bismarck is damaged too 
Now all available ships in the Royal Naval fleet pursue The Bismarck  . . 
seeking revenge.



	LS plane moved FR 

LS ship at sea - plane takes off FR 

2s planes in flight - drop bomb to sea 

VWS plane over sea
	COMM

After two 

days planes from the British aircraft carrier 
Ark Royal intercept Hitler’s megaship . . 

 and target her with 18 inch torpedoes weighing 1600 pounds -  One 
finds its mark.



	CGI Bismarck animates to show torpedo hitting and resulting damage 
	Jan Witt: 

The torpedo hits the 
Bismarck’s Achilles heel – it detonated in the steering room at the rear of the vessel, flooding the steering room thus locking the Bismarck’s rudder and this sealed the fate of this giant vessel.



	Animates to show Bismarck turning 

	COMM

With her rudder locked - the Bismarck enters a steep turn - while other ships might now engage their propellers to counter act the turn - the Bismarck has a fatal design flaw.  - the propellers are grouped so close together they’re completely ineffective as a means of steering.  The Bismarck is a sitting duck for the British Royal Navy 


	MS James Holland 
	James Holland:

Its one of the great ironies that - that Raeder just hasn’t really thought through this idea, I mean he knows that air carriers are needed but he hasn’t anticipated that its going to be out of date bi-planes that are going to knock out his mighty warship 



	Recon 2s behind table - looking to window 

	COMM
In Germany Raeder gets the news that Bismarck is doomed - as Lutjens orders his men to fight to the last shell 



	OS to MS Raeder - he turns to look through window 
	SOVT in German - than translators voice 

Raeder: “Send this to Admiral Lutjens.

 All our thoughts are with you and your ship. We wish you success in your desperate struggle” 



	Recon 2s behind table - at window  - messenger leaves FL 

SA Raeder - turns FR 


	

	Recon WS Raeder at window  - mix through BCU Nazi flag flying 

MS Jan Witt OOFL 
	Jan Witt: 

Facing the certain loss of the Bismarck, for Raeder 
it was the best option for that vessel to go down with her flag flying because it was simply 
the only way out, rather than to surrender the vessel to the enemy.



	WS ship at sea - gun fires FL 

POV to ship on horizon

HA to TS guns firing FR 

POV to ship smoking on horizon white out to 

 HA man on stretcher carried FR 
HA to man being helped up steps - freeze frame 

SA ship 

TS gun turret - man cleans barrel 

TS sailors waving 


	COMM
On 27th May 
1941 after nearly 2 hours of 
continuous bombardment, 
Hitler’s largest Battleship 
sinks on 
her maiden voyage.

Close to 2,000 sailors are lost.

For Hitler, it’s a PR disaster 
and he holds Raeder, as head of the Navy, personally 
responsible.



	Recon 2s ‘Hitler’ shouting at ‘Raeder’

MS 2s ‘Hitler’ and ‘Raeder’

OS ‘Raeder to ‘Hitler’ 

MS 2s 

OS ‘Raeder’ to ‘Hitler’

OS ‘Hitler’ to ‘Raeder’ - ‘Hitler’ turns and leaves FR 


	SOVT In German then translators voice 
Hitler: “It is pointless having such a ship as Bismarck at the bottom of the sea. What is the point of having a capital ship like this? Tell me? Are they completely 
useless?”

Raeder: “We can only win the war on the sea by being bold, Mein Fuhrer.”

Hitler: What do you mean, Bold?  
Who do you think you are talking to.



	CGI H44  - zoom out to show line of ships 

Twist round and back up to HA 

BW SA ship OOFL

Mix through to WS ships at sea Pan R

POV from ship to other ships and fjord 
	COMM
Hitler has lost faith in Raeder and his Z plan.

The H class of ships are cancelled and all materials sent to build U boats.

But Hitler still has one mega ship at his disposal . . . 

He orders the Tirpitz to 
take up a key strategic position  . . in Norway.
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