NAZI MEGA WEAPONS

HITLER’S MEGASHIPS 
POST PRODUCTION SCRIPT - 

 

	Shot Description 
	Audio Transcript

	Map zoom into 
Arctic caption animates Kaafjord
Mix through to GV of mountains 


	COMM
Hitler has plans for his prized battle ship. In March 1943 he sends it even further 
North to lurk in an Arctic Fjord.



	Pan R over fjord 

LMS Tony Pollard OOFR 
	Tony Pollard: 

The Tirpitz spent 18 months anchored in Kaafjord just behind me here and there are a number of reasons for that. One is that she’s a huge ship and takes a lot of fuel to move, and there’s not a lot of that going around so she needs to conserve that so she gets parked up.


	LA Tirpitz in Fjord 

Recon LS down deck man stands OOFL 

BW OS men to sea 

BW TS crew on deck 
	COMM
A fresh crew is posted to man the anchored Mega Weapon.

One of more than 
two and a half thousand on board  is 18 year old Lieutenant Willibald Volsing.  

A newly trained gunnery officer, he has a vital role in 
protecting the ship.



	BW SA guns OOFR 

BW HA to foredeck

	

	Recon LS Volsing warming hands 

HA GV fjord pan L 

AB diff angle Pan R 

AB pan L 

LMS Tony Pollard OOFR 
	Tony Pollard

The Allies are after her - there are no safe havens further south - 
she needs somewhere to hide and this is a maze, it’s a warren - of fjords and waterways and the idea is that she can get lost in here - but look at this place - it’s a natural 

Fortress, you’ve got sheer cliffs on either side - its deep water - it’s a safe place 

 

	GV across fjord - flashes images of The Tirpitz
CU rock with eyelet in fjord b/g 

Rear shot tony walking by water 

CU feet walking away from camera 

Rear LS Tony walking - turns  FL


	COMM

But natural protection isn’t enough for Hitler the Nazi’s order a 

bigger defensive strategy for the Tirpitz.  



	HA to remnants in grass

Tony’s legs IFL 

WS Tony by base 

Pan L over fjord 

To concrete base

MS Tony Pollard OOFL

GV - pan L along cliffs  
	Tony Pollard

Oh here’s something - 
This is a fairly solid construction - 

Concrete base, good view of the fjord - 
there can be little doubt that this is an anti aircraft gun platform and it 
drives home the fact that even though you’ve got this amazing fjord that’s - a natural defence its not going to be enough to stop the Allies who are hunting down the Tirpitz and so a system of defences are required and this isn’t’ a solitary 

installation, they’re all the way along the cliff line here, and they’re all the way throughout Norway



	BW LS guns pan R along 

HA guns fire FR 

LS hill - guns fire FR 


	COMM

Hitler knows the British will stop at nothing to destroy the Tirpitz - so guns alone are not enough 



	LMS Tony walking FL
	Tony Pollard
The Tirpitz also had another line of defence - anti torpedo nets, and these were suspended from the surface, but dropped all the way down to the sea bed, and if a torpedo was fired at them, the really heavy steel meshing would detonate the torpedo a safe distance away from the ship - they wouldn’t get anywhere near her 

 

	Still HA  Tirpitz - nets visible in water - slow zoom out 

LMS Tony Pollard OOFL 


	Tony Pollard 
We know they were using these nets because we have wonderful RAF reconnaissance’s photographs of them - and they come out from the shore - around - almost to the headland and then all the way back again - 

with the ship safely berthed inside them 

	BW OS guns and man to ship 

SA gun to ships at sea

BW under gun to ship 

POV to other ships 


	COMM

In Kaafjord Tirpitz now lurks

Like a dragon 

In her lair - she waits to 

Take on her predators and she won’t have to wait long



	Recon LS men in trench explosion slo mo b/g 
TS men in trench - dirt falls slo mo 

LMS soldier runs FL

SA MS German OOFR 

Rear shot soldier runs off  

CU rear of soldier moves off 

HA 2s soldiers aim FR white out to 


	COMM 

In the summer of 1944 following the liberation of 
Leningrad  and the successful D Day invasions, 
the momentum of the War 
is firmly with the Allies . . 



	LA 2s sailors  

LA men come down stairs 

LA sailor moves FL 
	COMM
Unnervingly for the crew of the Tirpitz, the British now have her firmly 
in their sights.



	James Holland OOFR 

BW 3s Churchill centre

BW SA Churchill OOFL 

MS James OOFR  

BW still SA Tirpitz

White out to 2nd still 

MS James Holland OOFR 
	James Holland : 

For Churchill the British Prime Minister the Tirpitz 
becomes, takes on a sort of huge importance to him. He calls 
it The Beast and It’s not just 
a case of knocking it out because it’s a dangerous weapon, it’s a case of  knocking it out 
because it’s a huge psychological  victory to do so as well,  and he becomes absolutely determined that 
come what may, like the Bismarck, the Tirpitz has to be sunk.



	HA to fjord pan R  to Tony walking FL 

	COMM
Tirpitz is so well defended, the best way to attack it is from the air. But the Nazi’s come up with a revolutionary defensive tactic.



	LS rear Tony walks to headland - turns FL to camera and moves to cans 

CU cans on ground - pull focus 

CU can as lifted and handle pulled up 

HA Tony kneeling on ground 

GV to mountains pan R

CU can on ground  tilt up to fjord and pull focus 


	Tony Pollard: 

Look at these things, they’re amazing. Looks like some sort of prehistoric campsite. But these are the bases of the 
smoke generating machines, and these are the cans 
in which there’s some sort of propellant, all this white 
stuff, here it’s burnt -  that pumps out clouds of very thick white smoke and the idea is that it fills up the void 
of the fjord and hides the ship beneath it from enemy bombers – and it can fill that space down there which is absolutely immense, 
in less than ten minutes.



	
	COMM
But there’s a problem.



	James Holland OOFR 
	James Holland: 

It’s all very well using these huge smoke canisters and 
surrounding yourself in a huge great cloud so that your enemy can’t see you but the flip side of that of course is that you then can’t then see your enemy either.



	LS to rock - images of gun mixed through - Tony walks IFR and beside rock 

	COMM
To avoid being blinded by their own smoke, the Nazi’s exploit the locations rugged terrain.



	LMS Tony walks FL along cliff top 
CU wall pan R 

WS Tony picks up concrete section 

CU concrete in hand 

WS Tony kneeling on rock - stands

GV to fjord - pan R images of guns flash through  

LS Tony standing on rock 
	Tony Pollard: 

So what the Germans did was to emplace anti aircraft guns on the tops of the cliffs above the smoke, so that they can see the enemy aircraft and here’s one, very roughly made out of local stone, 
circular wall, but on top you can see that 
there is concrete – so these guns are set into a mount – and there’s, look, you can see 
that, there’s been some sort of mounting in there  in that circular 
recess  - but these are ideally situated, you’ve got an incredible view in that direction, and in that direction so you’d see 
the enemy bombers coming from miles away.
And there are several of these,  there’s one here, there’s one just back there  and one even further back so there’s like a little fortress of them.   This place is really heavily defended protecting the ship down below. 


	HA to fjord Tony walks IFL - stands and looks out 

Rear MS Tony looks FR 

GV to hillside - VWS Tony centre frame 


	COMM

While at anchor in Kaafjord  The Tirpitz is subjected to save after wave of unsuccessful Allied attacks.  

And the crew of the Tirpitz, are 

scoring hits of their own - 



	Rear Tony walks FR 

And stops by wreckage - and goes to inspect  
	Tony Pollard

Well - grief - this is something else entirely - this is obviously an aircraft wreck.  Grief - look at the size of these pieces  - looks like a piece of the engine block



	BCU engine block - BW images of air crew and planes mixed through 


	COMM

These are the remains of a British Grumman Hellcat Fighter which was shot down by anti aircraft fire in August 1944



	CU wreckage on ground 

Tony picks his way through it 

BCU of wreckage- pull focus 


	

	HA hand on wreckage 
	Tony Pollard:

Look at this airframe - its still got the original green paint on it 



	LS Tony moving through  wreckage 

CU wreckage on ground

CU wreckage - pan L over  

HA Tony moving through wreckage 

SA MS Tony OOFL

CU wreckage on ground  


	Tony Pollard:

This wreckage is a terrible 

reminder of how dangerous the Tirpitz 

was.  The Allies would go to great lengths 

to try and destroy it - and sacrifice men on those missions - 

but it’s also a demonstration of how effective German efforts to defend their ship were
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