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THE SS 
POST PRODUCTION SCRIPT 

ss
 

	Time in 
	Shot Description 
	Audio Transcript

	01:13:28
01:13:30

01:13:32

01:13:34

01:13:35

01:13:40

01:13:41

01:13:42
	BW 2s Himmler walks FR - waving 

TS crowd salute FL Pan L 

TS SS marching FR 

TS building with fire and lions 

CU burning torch 

HA to balcony and troops marching below with burning torches 


	COMM

Himmler’s dream is to create a racially 
pure Germany.

But first he must engineer the minds 
of his SS men to believe in his cause.

He devises a mythology to 
justify his dark desires.



	01:13:45
01:13:48

01:13:50

01:13:50

01:13:52

01:13:54

01:13:56

01:13:56

01:13:58

01:14:03

01:14:06

01:14:09

01:14:14
	MS James Holland OOFR  Caption James Holland Historian 
BS MS Himmler OOFL

MS SS Man OOFR  

MS men in line 

TS exterior building
TS SS men with torches 

LA stone lion  

MS James Holland OOFR 

Rear soldiers to crowds on balcony 

SA MS rows of men naked from waist up 

MS James Holland OOFR 

SA MS rows of men naked from waist up 


	James Holland

Himmler is, to a large extent, a fantasist. 
He’s remembering the myths and legends that he used to read 
as a boy, these 
ancient  tales of Teutonic knights, 

of heroism.  It’s kind of sort of King Arthur 
stuff  it’s Knights of the Round Table 
and he sees the SS as being a kind of sort of, almost like a chivalric order 
where, you know, all true Germans are kind of 
tall and broad and muscular and blond-haired and 
blue-eyed even though, to a person, almost all the - all the Nazi high command aren’t!



	01:14:16
01:14:20

01:14:22

01:14:24

01:14:27

01:14:30
	BW rear MS men OOFR

LA MS men  
TS men looking OOFR  flag hangs f/g 

HA TS men standing in rows 

CU poppy in field  pull focus to castle b/g


	COMM

Himmler sets out a standard that every SS recruit must meet.

Perfect vision, at least five feet eleven inches tall 
and two centuries of pure German ancestry…



	01:14:33
01:14:35

01:14:39

01:14:40
	LA to castle 

MAP - line animates- follow and caption animates SS 
Wewelsburg, 


	COMM

In 1934 he acquires a cathedral 
for his SS knights to worship at…

…the 17th century castle of Wewelsburg.



	01:14:44
01:14:46

01:14:48

01:14:48
	LA to dome 
WS Patrick Bury walks FR 

Through stone - to Patrick peering in  portal pull out and pan R to Patrick by wall 


	COMM

80 years later, 
former British Army officer Patrick Bury is exploring what remains of Himmler’s vision…



	01:14:56
01:14:59

01:15:05

01:15:09

01:15:13

01:15:21

01:15:25

01:15:32

01:15:34
	He turns and looks at tower 
LA CU rune on wall

MS OOFL Caption Patrick Bury Captain, British Army (Ret.) 
Through bars - pull focus to portal 

MS Patrick Bury moves FL to touch portal  

CU heel placed on ledge  

MS Patrick aiming FL

CU gun portal  

MS Patrick Bury OOFL 
	Patrick Bury

We’re outside a guard tower at Wewelsburg here, 
and what you can see is the outline of one of the most notorious emblems in the world. Along with the swastika, 
the SS runes were synonymous with evil all around the globe.

The guys in here would have been guards, your average SS guards, 
and one of the interesting things about this, is this – ‘cos this is basically a gun portal or viewing sight. And the 
idea is that a soldier standing inside would be able to 
raise their rifle to his shoulder and fire through if he needed to. You can tell that the soldier inside was meant to be taller than me.

And the irony about all this is 
that you would have had a tall, perhaps blonde SS soldier saluting Himmler as he drives into his own castle, and yet Himmler himself wears glasses and is shorter than the 5 foot 11 criteria he has to get in to the SS. 



	01:15:48
01:15:50

01:15:54

01:15:57
	LS castle 
LA up building to flare over roof 

HA to roof of castle 
	COMM

Himmler’s vision for Wewelsburg is to make it the ultimate spiritual seat of 
Nazi power.  He embarks 
on a massive renovation project.



	01:16:02
01:16:05

01:16:29

01:16:32

01:16:34

01:16:39

01:16:56

01:16:58
	LA to tower and walls 
LMS Patrick Bury walking FL 

Through railing to TS exterior building Pan R

LS archway - pull focus

VWS Patrick walking through arch of bridge   

LMS SA Patrick by moat - walks to wall 
Twist round to OS to gargoyle 

LA TS gargoyle 
	Patrick Bury

Himmler selects Wewelsburg castle because it’s close 
to the historic battle of the Teutoberg forest. And in that battle the Germanic tribes beat the Romans and seems a golden age in German history. But this site is also an ancient burial and worship area. So Himmler’s really got a whole load of history and traditions that he’s mish-mashing together and then saying that Wewelsburg represents these. 
Himmler wants to make the castle look as grand as possible and so this moat that 
we’re standing in, he deepens it and he widens it, and this wall here and this bridge is new you know because he made it wider and he made it bigger and again it’s to increase the grandiosity.  You can see up here 
there’s a er... gargoyle with the year 
1934 on it shows you when this bridge was restored. 



	01:17:02
01:17:04

01:17:07
	LA LS bridge 
LS to archway - flash through archive images of prisoners at work


	COMM

All the work is carried out by concentration camp prisoners.



	01:17:11
01:17:12

01:17:17

01:17:21

01:17:23
	HA to Patrick at wall - touches line and walks off 
OS Patrick to mark on wall - zoom into line and down to HA MS  
LS to archway 

HA MS Patrick OOFL - moves off FL 
	Patrick Bury 

This tar line here is more interesting than it may first appear because 
it marks the roof of a building hut that was here during the war. 
Um - The people who worked in the building hut 
would have been concentration camp inmates. Himmler while he’s conducting his renovations of the castle uses forced labour. And he even builds a concentration camp nearby to house all the inmates. It’s called Neiderhagen and during the war it had about 3900 occupants. Over 1200 of these died.



	01:17:43
01:17:44

01:17:45

01:17:50
	LA to ceiling twist round 
CU pillar pan L 
Archive images of prisoners behind barbed wire flash through 
LA to ceiling - twist round FL 
	COMM

Inside the castle the work done by these prisoners is still evident.

It holds clues to Himmler’s occult vision for the SS.



	01:17:54
01:18:00

01:18:09

01:18:13

01:18:16

01:18:19
	TS legs walk IFR - Patrick kneels to camera and looks up 
CU hands and feet on floor - as he points to design 

MS Patrick OOFL 

HA finger traces swastika 

LS across interior pull focus 


	Patrick Bury

Himmler sets about remodelling the interior of the castle and the floors here are quite interesting because there’s natural stone and there’s ceramic but 
within these are some runic designs and some 
abstract designs and here you can see for example 
the swastika.



	01:18:21
01:18:25

01:18:27

01:18:28
	Rear OS Patrick as he walks in hall 

WS Patrick walking round hall 


	COMM

The focal point of the entire complex is the Hall of the Supreme Leaders.

A circular room with 12 columns – representing Himmler and a group of SS knights – mimicking the knights of Arthurian legend...



	01:18:35
01:18:36

01:18:40

01:18:45
	CU hands on floor - tilt up to Patrick MS OOFL 
HA to Patrick on floor moves out 

HA Patrick standing 
	Patrick Bury

At the centre of the marble floor is a decoration based on the German tribal symbol for the sun. Each of the 12 spokes point out towards a column.

And around the symbol, a giant circular table for Himmler and his knights to sit around.



	01:18:52

01:18:53

01:18:55
	HA Patrick moves down stairs 
LA MS Patrick walks 

OS Patrick to crypt 
	COMM

Underground, beneath 
the Hall of the Supreme Leaders, is the mysterious Crypt.



	01:18:58
	LA to ceiling - tilt down to paintings
	COMM

Now a memorial art gallery, in 1934 it had a darker purpose.



	01:19:05
01:19:18

01:19:23
	LA Patrick walks FR 
LA MS Patrick looks FL

WS Patrick walking round crypt  
	Patrick Bury

Himmler believes that Wewelsburg castle is set on the site of the future coming great battle between the West and the East, in which the West will eventually triumph. 
He issues Death’s Head rings to all his SS officers and he plans that 
when they die in this great battle he will keep the rings here. 



	01:19:28
01:19:31

01:19:33

01:19:37

01:19:38

01:19:41

01:19:48

01:19:49

01:19:52

01:19:53

01:19:56
	HA to centre piece - Patrick IFL and turns FR

HA CU circle 

LMS Patrick OOFR  
CU circle - hand points to pipe 
LMS Patrick kneeling in circle 

Patrick stands 

LA to swastika on ceiling twist round 

SA LMS Patrick 

LA to windows 

LMS Patrick 
	Patrick Bury

In the centre of the floor is a sunken circle, 
And within this circle is a basin. 
And running into the basin is a 

gas pipe. And it’s believed 
that Himmler intended to have an eternal flame to burn for the SS dead.   And you can see above here, we’ve got 
the swastika in the dome and you’ve also got 
shafts to allow light to come 
right down into the centre of the circle, sort of illuminating the place. 

What Himmler’s trying to do here really is to create an ethos, and a tradition, a ritual basically for his organisation and this is based on their past, but  also crucially, on  their destiny.



	01:20:12
01:20:13
	LA to swastika in celling twist round 
	COMM

Himmler is transforming the building into the spiritual heart of his SS cult… 



	01:20:20
01:20:26

01:20:31

01:20:36

01:20:38
	MS Patrick at wall 
CU hands on wall 

MS Patrick OOFL 

SA hands by wall 

MS Patrick OOFL - he walks away 


	Patrick Bury

This stone work may look like it’s been here for years, but in fact it’s 
just cladding over concrete. And it’s a bit like Himmler’s 
visions, myths and traditions, it’s sort of made up, 
it’s fake, it’s just a façade.
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