NAZI MEGAWEAPONS: SERIES 2

THE SS 
POST PRODUCTION SCRIPT 

ss
 

	Time in 
	Shot Description 
	Audio Transcript

	01:26:11
01:26:13

01:26:14

01:26:17

01:26:17

01:26:19

01:26:21

01:26:23
	TS rear gun as fires 
OS TS to gun as fires 

HA 2s men with flame thrower

LA CU SS man 

2s men at gun 

CU smoke rises 

HA to 2s in trench 

AB CU loading gun
	COMM

As Nazi Germany prepares for 
war Himmler wants 
the SS to be at the heart of the fight.

He’s planning a military faction 
of his machine: The Waffen 
SS.



	01:26:24
01:26:25
	SA 2s men OOFR

MS OOFR Caption James Holland Historian  
	James Holland

By 1939 there’s 
around a quarter of a million people in the SS, but they’re not kind of, they don’t have any formal military training, they’re policemen, they’re security men, they’re, they’re camp guards and that’s quite a different thing from being front-line soldiers. 


	01:26:37
01:26:47
	Map - zoom into Munich line animates to Bad Tolz,.

Tree f/g tower b/g


	COMM

In preparation for the coming war Himmler has constructed a military training facility in the town of Bad Tolz. Parts of the structure are still recognisable today.



	01:26:50
01:26:52

01:27:01

01:27:02
	LMS Steve moves FR and walks towards building 

CU towers 

HA MS Steve OOFR and walks on FL


	Steve Remy 

This is Bad Tolz. 
And it’s here that Heinrich Himmler chooses to build a school to train the political and military elite of the SS and these two towers 
mark the entryway 
to the school.



	01:27:05
01:27:08

01:27:09

01:27:10
	BW LS to school - Pan R
BW TS building 

Men march IFR to building 


	COMM

The school is designed to train 
elite officers to 
lead future armies of SS soldiers.



	01:27:14
01:27:16
	LS to tower Steve walks FR f/g 
MS Steve turns and walks FR 

	Steve Remy

When Himmler creates this school he has in mind as a basic model Sandhurst in Great Britain or West Point in the United States but it’s going to be much more than that. 



	01:27:24
01:27:25

01:27:26

01:27:27

01:27:28

01:27:29

01:27:31

01:27:34
	HA 2s men loading gun 
BW 

CU loading gun 

SA MS soldier OOFR 

LA CU tank moves over wire FR 

SA tank moving over ditch 

LS runners on starting blocks - run in slo mo FL
SA CU legs moving FL slo mo


	COMM 

Along with 5 hours of 
political education 
each week, Bad 
Tolz focuses on 
military training and 
athletics. 



	01:27:35
01:27:36

01:27:42

01:27:46

01:27:50

01:27:52

01:27:54

01:27:58
	MS Steve moves FR
BW - MS men vault over horse  slo mo

SA man jumps on to horses back - back flips off  
HA to men riding round ring 

TS 3s horses gallop to camera 

MS horse - moves FR and jumps - 2nd horse follows 

LMS Steve OOFR 
	Steve Remy

Heinrich Himmler had a bit 
of a strange fascination with the British aristocracy, the British  elite. He believed that this elite 
dominated British society and he expected the 
SS to serve a similar function in the new Germany.

Some of the physical activities, some of the 
recreational activities the officers would 

be trained in at Bad Tolz reflected this fascination with 
the British elite. Horseback riding, and even cricket. 



	01:28:02

01:28:04


	BW MS SS man adjusts badge and looks up 

OS to Himmler moving FL along line of soldiers 


	

	01:28:06

01:28:07

01:28:10

01:28:13
	BW - HA OS as men salute 

OS soldier to Himmler 

LA MS Soldier adjusts badge 


	COMM

By the start of 
1939, Bad Tolz is turning out hundreds of 
Waffen SS officers per year. 



	01:28:14
01:28:16

01:28:21

01:28:25

01:28:29
	Map - slow zoom in 
Skull and cross bones mixed through and tilt up and pull out as mixes to SS logo 

Zoom in and SS and helmet mixed through map - pull out to LS map 


	COMM

Himmler’s SS structure now has three parts.

The Totenkopfverbande run the concentration camps. 

The Allgemeine SS control police and security.

And the Waffen SS is the military combat arm.



	01:28:35
01:28:36

01:28:41

01:28:43


	BW - HA over soldiers to men marching down road 
3s Hitler centre walking FL - he salutes 

LS SS flag covers monument 

BW - through door to Hitler at table 

	COMM

By September 1939 
Hitler is ready for war and plans to attack Poland. 



	01:28:43
01:28:44

01:28:48
	HA OS Hitler at table on train  

MS James Holland OOFR  
	James Holland

So he’s got to find 
an excuse to justify his invasion into Poland. 
And who’s gonna do this for him, well there’s only one organisation he’s going to turn to and that’s Himmler’s SS.



	01:28:55
01:28:59
	Recon through door to ‘Himmler’ at desk track R

	COMM

Himmler creates a plan for an SS black-ops raid.



	01:29:04
01:29:07
	SA CU ‘Himmler’
LS ‘Himmler’ at table 
	COMM

He decides to fake an attack on a German radio station in Gleiwitz, 
near the Polish border.



	01:29:11
	MS James Holland OOFR  
	James Holland

What Himmler and his SS suggest is a, an entirely cynical operation, whereby SS men dress up as Polish soldiers and do a mock attack of the Gleiwitz radio station. And then they can turn around and go: look, “We didn’t start it, it was the Poles and here’s the evidence”.



	01:29:27

01:29:31
	Recon LS Car drives to camera

Caption animates  August 31, 1939

Gleiwitz, Germany
SA gun in hand in car

Cocked 

	

	01:29:32
01:29:32

01:29:34

01:29:35

01:29:37

01:29:41
	Hand moves to handle
CU wing mirror 

SA CU man moves in car FR - leaves car with gun in hand 

Recon MS man with gun 

2s men b/g open door 

POV from driving seat to men entering door
	COMM

August 31, 
1939. 
A team of SS men pretending to be 
Polish attackers break into the radio station and assault the German 
staff.



	01:29:44

01:29:46
	Radio station - men burst in FR 

SA 2s men aiming FR  - men on floor 


	Actuality

Hande Hoch!” [Hands up!]

	01:29:50
01:29:52

01:29:54

01:29:55
	Recon MS ‘Himmler’ 
CU radio set 

LS ‘Himmler’ seated 

2s men at radio station - 


	COMM

In Berlin, Himmler 
waits, tuned in to the 
station... 



	01:29:56
	On sites at microphone 

	COMM

One of the SS men broadcasts a message in fluent Polish to make it look like Poland has attacked Germany.



	01:30:04

01:30:05

01:30:07

01:30:10

01:30:11

01:30:12
	WS man seated at microphone makes announcement 

SA man at microphone 

MS ‘ Himmler’ 

OS to hand on telephone 

LS ‘ Himmler’ seated at desk 

MS ‘ Himmler’ seated at desk on phone

	Actuality in radio station 

“Attention! This radio station is now 

in Polish hands.”



	01:30:13
	
	Actuality recon
“Mein Fuhrer? It is done.”



	01:30:18
01:30:28

01:30:30

01:30:32

01:30:34

01:30:36

01:30:38

01:30:46
	MS James Holland OOFR 
BW LMS man at patch  control panel 

CU hand places plug in socket - turns knobs

LA LMS Hitler OOFL  

LA MS Hitler orating 

TS crowd cheering 

MS James Holland OOFR 

BW TS Germans marching FR into  Poland

	James Holland

What’s incredible about it is that in just a few minutes of this sort of faux attack on the Gleiwitz radio station, beating up a few people, the SS have managed to engineer the perfect excuse Hitler needs. 
And the next day he goes on radio and 
says, er, um, look what these Poles have 
done, isn’t it terrible, 
well I've got to defend my, my own people. 

What Gleiwitz shows is that the 
SS is now not just a, a political weapon, it’s an actual martial weapon as well, one that can be used in a forthcoming war.



	01:30:47
01:30:50

01:30:51

01:30:52

01:30:56

01:30:58

01:30:59

01:31:01
	BW SA guns under camouflage fire FR 

SA tanks move FL

BCU men run gun FL 

LA MS Hitler with arm raised 

Troops move FR - through troops to Hitler with arm raised 

LS gun fires 

 
	COMM

Thanks to the SS Hitler invades Poland. 
World War 2 
has begun, and the SS 
is about to export its reign of terror 
across Europe.



	01:31:03
01:31:04

01:31:05

01:31:08

01:31:10

01:31:13

01:31:15

01:31:16

01:31:17

01:31:18

01:31:19
	SA men in trench fire gun FL - pan FL 
LS house - explosion f/g

LS down street tank and soldier moving FR

LA MS Hitler with Generals 

HA MS soldier looks up FR 

WS soldier in field  - explosion b/g 

SA soldier OOFL

2s at gun  

LS tank to smoke rising b/g 


	COMM

In September and 
October 1939 Poland falls to the Nazis. 

Hitler now looks west to France 
and Britain. 

A newly formed 
Waffen SS combat 
unit will lead the assault.



	01:31:21
01:31:22

01:31:23

01:31:27
	Recon ‘Eicke’ on watch tower 
LA WS on tower 

MS ‘Eicke’  turns to camera


	COMM

It will be led by Dachau 
concentration camp commander Theodor Eicke.



	01:31:28
01:31:31
	MS James Holland OOFR  
	James Holland

It’s interesting that the man who has devised, really 
pioneered the concentration camp, the German concentration camp, Theodore Eicke, is now put in charge of the first proper, er, Waffen SS Division, the Totenkopf Division, the Deaths Head. 



	01:31:42
01:31:44

01:31:45

01:31:48
	BW truck moves FL 
Rear vehicle  moves FL 

LS vehicles move along road 

OS MS 3s at gun - loaded and fired 


	COMM

On May 16 1940, 
Eicke’s division heads to the Western front.

	01:31:50
01:31:52

01:31:54

01:31:55

01:31:56

01:31:57

01:31:59

01:32:02

01:32:03

01:32:06

01:32:08

01:32:10
	CU magazine goes through gun 

MS SS man fires FR 

LS explosion 

MS SS man moves FR

LA soldiers run across field

MS James Holland OOFR  
Recon SA 2s OOFL

MS aiming gun FL 

LS 2s moving to road

MS moving with gun - looking R and L 

MS James Holland  OOFR
	James Holland 

So they’re really, really well-equipped and they’re also incredibly fired-
up, they know that they 
are the absolute 
elite 
These are the guys who are going into battle 
for Hitler, for, for the Nazi ideals, for the Fatherland.

They’ve come 
from, er, um, the concentration camps where violence is 
part and parcel of everyday life. 
And so there’s already a kind of sort 
of brutalization, a de-humanization at the very core of this Unit, which they do bring to the battle-front.



	01:32:18
01:32:19
	Map animates to show 
German advance to France 

	COMM

By early summer 1940 the British and French forces are falling back to the Atlantic coast followed by the rampaging Germans… …and the SS commit one of their first military atrocities.



	01:32:32
01:32:32

01:32:35

01:32:39

01:32:41

01:32:42

01:32:44

01:32:46

01:32:46
	Recon LS down road soldiers move 

FR 

Caption animates  May 27, 1940

Le Paradis, France
MS looking through binos 

POV through binos to unit 

LS 4s at gate 

CU gun fires FR 

POV as fires to field 


	COMM

Waffen SS soldiers reach the French village of Le Paradis.
They approach a British unit isolated in a farmhouse. 



	01:32:47
01:32:48

01:32:49

01:32:50

01:32:51

01:32:56

01:32:57

01:32:58

01:32:59

01:33:00

01:33:00

01:33:01

01:33:01

01:33:02

01:33:03

01:33:03

01:33:05
	MS soldier runs FR  - falls 

Rear shot falling 

MS firing over gate 

LS soldier moves from gate - fires 

LMS soldier fires FR 

OS to soldier on ground 

SA soldier firing FR 

POV as fires to field

2s firing FR  

MS behind branch

LS man falls by wall 

LMS soldier fires FL

Group fire FR from building 

CU gun fires FR 

LMS soldier fires FL 
MS soldier fires over gate 
	COMM

SS soldiers in combat camouflage start their assault.



	01:33:05
01:33:07

01:33:08

01:33:08

01:33:10

01:33:11

01:33:12

01:33:13

01:33:14

01:33:15

01:33:17

01:33:18

01:33:19
	POV firing to field 

MS firing FL 

LMS firing FL

SA LMS firing FR 

LMS soldier in shed 

LMS SS man fires FL

LS to white flag 

SA white flag on rifle 

2s rifle handed over 
OS to man with hands raised 

SA SS with rifle aimed 

TS group 


	COMM

The 99 British 
Soldiers defend the farmhouse all afternoon, 
but exhaust 
their ammunition. 

Their commander surrenders.



	01:33:21
01:33:24
	2s SS man kicks soldier FR

MS James Holland OOFR  
	James Holland

If you take a prisoner at this stage of the war you’re supposed to follow 
the Geneva Convention which means you take them prisoner, you disarm them and you put them in a prison camp. 



	01:33:29
01:33:31

01:33:32

01:33:34

01:33:35

01:33:37

01:33:38

01:33:40

01:33:41

01:33:42

01:33:43

01:33:45

01:33:49
	LMS soldier with hands up  moving FR
Rear MS moving away from camera 
LMS men walking FR hands up 

OS as march to SS man

LMS soldiers walking FR  

CU hand on machine gun tilt up as fires 

WS group fall 

POV from gun as men fall 

WS group fall 

OS gunner to fallen men

HA to bodies on ground - man walks and fires into soldiers back 

OS SS man moves off Pan R to LMS by building  - SS man walks FR  firing tilt down to bodies on ground 

 
	COMM

The SS soldiers 
start the British marching.

But instead of taking them to a 
Prisoner of War camp…

…they massacre them.

Two survivors later reveal the murders to the world.



	01:33:54
01:33:54

01:34:06
	MS James Holland OOFR  
WS bodies on ground - SS soldier walks FR 

	James Holland

The extraordinary thing 
about Le Paradis is there’s no real reason for them executing them at all. I mean they’ve just had quite a tough fight, um, they’ve lost a number of their own men and I think it’s just that their blood’s up and revenge is in the air.



	01:34:08
01:34:11
	MS James Holland OOFR  
	James Holland


What the SS have done is create a, an atmosphere and a 
training machine in which the totally unacceptable somehow becomes acceptable.



	01:34:18
01:34:21

01:34:22
	BW Generals walk FL 

MS James Holland OOFR  
	James Holland

The free world is looking back in 
horror, just thinking how on earth did this happen.



	01:34:25
01:34:26

01:34:28

01:34:29

01:34:31

01:34:32

01:34:37

01:34:38

01:34:40

01:34:41
	BW Generals walk with Hitler to camera and OOFR 
Recon SA hands on map 
LMS ‘Hitler’ tilt down to hands on map 

SA CU ‘Hitler’ 

BW men with hands raised walks FR 

BW CU woman soldier b/g 

CU man with raised hands

CU man hands on head

CU man   
	COMM

In 1941 Hitler sets his sights 
on Russia. 

His plan is 
to conquer vast 
swathes of land for the German people. 

It will be Himmler’s 
job to clear the millions of 
Slavs, 
Roma and Jews who 
live there. 
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