NAZI MEGAWEAPONS
THE SIEGFRIED LINE

POST PRODUCTION SCRIPT - 

 

	Time in 
	Shot Description 
	Audio Transcript

	01:03:24
01:03:30

01:03:32

01:03:35

01:03:35

01:03:38

01:03:40
	Recon LA SA ‘Hitler’
Recon SA Generals 
BW HA Hitler walks - saluting 
LA to pillars and people on balcony - horses move f/g 

TS horses move FL pulling troop cart 

TS soldiers marching FL 
	COMM
The story of the Siegfried Line starts in 1936.  When Hitler makes a decisive move towards world 
domination.
In total 
defiance of World War One’s treaty of Versailles peace 
settlement he stations troops 
in the Rhineland.

	

	01:03:43
01:03:44
	Map of Europe animates to show countries - and Rhineland 

	COMM
The Allies had banned the German military from this industrial border zone, to prevent further European conflict.

	

	01:03:52
01:03:53

01:03:54

01:03:56

01:03:57
	Flash out to Recon LA  ‘Hitler’ with Generals looking down 
CU table to hand on map

SA Generals OOFR  
OS to ‘Hitler’ with Generals 

	COMM
Hitler’s master plan 
hinges on remilitarizing the 
Rhineland and the construction 
of massive defences.

	

	01:04:00
	LA up wall - archive images of construction  mixed through 


	
	

	01:04:02
01:04:03

01:04:04

01:04:15

01:04:18

01:04:19

01:04:22

01:04:24

01:04:26

01:04:28

01:04:34
	MS OOFL 

Caption  Dr tony Pollard Battlefield Archaeologist 
BW archive SA Hitler OOFR 

Hitler FL troops march b/g FR  tilt up to troops 

MS soldiers salute 

LA TS men with medals 

Movement FL f/g Generals b/g 

TS soldiers with flags moving FR 

MS Tony OOFL 
	TONY POLLARD

Hitler’s very 
keen 
to defend his Western frontier because he has big plans.  And those plans involve German expansion.  But he sees that expansion taking place to the east.  

What he feels is 
that it’s Germany’s manifest destiny to take territory 
and he’s going to do that in places 
like Poland and the Ukraine.  
And so defending 
his Western frontier allows him to do that to the east without 
worrying about attack from the Western powers.  


	

	01:04:37
01:04:46

01:04:49
	Graphics - Map  Siegfried Line animates 
CGI Zoom into Aerial of line - tilt down as various elements animate 
	COMM
Hitler starts construction on a series of  fortifications that will eventually stretch 400 miles along Germany’s western 
border…   
It is an interlocking system of tank traps, anti-personnel devices, trenches, pillboxes, and subterranean command centres.

	

	01:04:59
01:05:00

01:05:11

01:05:12
	White out to MS 
Caption Dr Kristian Gustafson Brunel university 
BW aerial of tank traps - move along 
	KRISTIAN GUSTAFSON

The Siegfried Line is what is known as defence in depth.  Defence in depth doesn’t rely on a single line of fortification.  It’s not a single line of trenches.  Rather, it is a series of interlocking defensive zones.  

 As an enemy advances into a defence in depth, the way that the defensive zones and the obstacles are structured, forces them to take certain paths into pre-planned killing grounds.  


	

	01:05:22
01:05:23
	CGI aerial of line - tilt to SA - Line sweeps FR as defences fire 
	COMM
As the attackers are drawn deeper into the maze of defences, they are stripped of their supporting armour and artillery.   Exposed and isolated, they can be easily eliminated.
 
	

	01:05:35
01:05:37

01:05:37

01:05:39

01:05:40

01:05:42
	BW group shot with Hitler and maps 
LA MS man looks FR through instrument 

LMS man waves FR 

HA OS as gestures to river valley 

LS across water pan L to bunkers 
	COMM
In June 
1936, the army starts 
building a thin line of gun 
emplacements and observation 
bunkers along the German border with France.  But there’s little funding or raw materials and progress is slow.

	

	01:05:51
01:05:54
	White out to tilt down over grass to man at water pump 
	COMM
After two years just 640 bunkers are complete. 

	

	01:05:57
01:05:59

01:06:01

01:06:04
	LA Recon soldier walks by fence 
CU men walking by wood stack 

Sa man rolls cable drum FR 


	COMM
At this rate, the wall will not be finished for another ten years.  Hitler can’t wait 
that long.

	

	01:06:06
01:06:08
	LS down road by log stack 
Recon 3s in jeep drives FR
	COMM
He makes the Siegfried Line a national priority and in May 1938, brings in  engineer, Dr Fritz Todt to oversee the works.

	

	01:06:20
01:06:23

01:06:26
	And stops 
‘Todt’ moves to get out FL 
WS getting out of jeep and standing in front of it 
	COMM
Modest and unassuming, Todt is not your typical 
Nazi general.
But as the creator of the world-famous autobahn road system, he’s proven that he can think big. Which is just what Hitler wants for the defence of the Third Reich 

	

	01:06:39
01:06:40

01:07:04
	Recon TS ‘Todt’ and ‘Hitler’ walk FR 
	TODT SYNC

Mein Fuhrer. 
The fortifications will be complete before the start of winter, including the extra armour and concrete structures you ordered. 287,000 workers are now assigned to this project from our organisation alone.

HITLER SYNC

Good.  Excellent.


	

	01:07:09
01:07:11

01:07:14

01:07:20

01:07:23


	White out to BW 2s Generals image on wall 
Mix out and tilt down mix through images of construction 

Full frame BW CU’s machines working 
CU stacks of materials - slow move in 
	COMM
Hitler wants the fortifications ready in just four months, to coincide with plans to invade Czechoslovakia in October 1938.
Todt is authorised to call upon all the resources that Germany has to offer.

	

	01:07:29
01:07:35

01:07:37

01:07:39

01:07:41
	LMS OOFL Caption James Holland Historian 
BW Generals walk FL by workers 

SA workers walk over bridge FL 

Track along mean to drawing boards 
MS James OOFL 
	JAMES HOLLAND SYNC

Todt throws everything at the project, I mean all other major construction projects which are under way in the Reich are cancelled, 
they’re put on hold .  Vast amount of manpower, 
virtually every single civil 
engineer in the country is diverted to this  to
feed this one big project of the Siegfried Line.


	

	01:07:45
01:07:47

01:07:49

01:07:50

01:07:53
	BW men with theodolite in field 
Recon BCU looking through instrument 
AB 2s looking to camera

LS down trench as men dig 

 
	COMM
With Todt in charge, 
construction moves forward at a rapid rate. 

	

	01:07:54
01:07:56

01:07:59

01:08:01

01:08:03

01:08:07
	Recon through trees to workers 

BW SA men tip soil FR 

LA as container raised 

HA to men pulling on ropes  Pan L to truck 
MS man with sack to workers b/g they move FR 


	JAMES HOLLAND

The Siegfried Line development is a 
hugely, hugely ambitious project.  I mean the amount of 
concrete involved, the 
amount of manpower  involved, the 
cost involved is truly phenomenal.


	

	01:08:09
01:08:12

01:08:14
	TS men in trench walk OOFR 

Recon POV from trench to 2s inspecting work 


	COMM
400 thousand conscripted labourers 
and 50,000 army engineers are brought in from 
across Germany to build the wall.

	

	01:08:21
01:08:23

01:08:24

01:08:30
	HA to cutting BW image of train mixed through

CU hook in wall tilt up and mix through BW images of cars  
Mix out to overgrown defences 


	COMM
A hundred trains a day bring 
construction materials to western railheads. From there, over 8000 
trucks transport the materials to site.

	

	01:08:34
01:08:36

01:08:38

01:08:41

01:08:43
	Mix through BW images of workers FL
LA BW group of men digging 

SA CU cement poured  tilt down as it falls 

TS coils Pan L along 
	COMM
Workers spread seven million 
tons of gravel …  
Pour six million 
tons of cement … 
And unfurl three million 
coils of barbed wire.   

	

	01:08:45
01:08:48

01:08:52
	Pan L to workers on construction site 

BW WS - pan L over construction site 


	JAMES HOLLAND SYNC

You’ve got around seventy new defensive positions every day 
being constructed and the net result is that in four months around ten 
thousand bunkers have been built. 


	

	01:08:55
	MS James Holland OOFL
	JAMES HOLLAND SYNC

Nothing like this has ever been built in Germany before.
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