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TITLECARD: In the 1960s, the North Carolina Ku Klux Klan grew to approximately 
10,000 members 
 
NARRATOR: The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 1954 that public schools must 
integrate.  

Mark Potok, Southern Poverty Law Center: Brown v. Board of Education was the 
opening shot in the civil rights era and although it didn't happen right away, it really 
presaged huge, huge changes in the South. 

Gary Freeze, Historian: What the age of segregation actually promoted was a group 
of people who essentially found a niche above blacks but below successful whites.  

Michael Frierson, Filmmaker, FBI KKK: So, who's going to speak for frustrated, 
poor white folks who see integration as a threat to their job, to their way of life? The 
Klan becomes the organization that can be the spokesperson for people who perceive 
their way of life to be under threat. 

The Klan leadership in North Carolina, they knew how to maintain the party line. "We're 
not a violent organization. We are a fraternal organization with a right to free speech 
like anybody else." 

NARRATOR: The state's head klansman, Grand Dragon Bob Jones had grown the 
North Carolina Klan from a handful of friends to some 10,000 members 

Patsy Sims, Author: For many of these people, it was a family gathering, a source of 
entertainment, a night out. There would be music playing. 

David Cecelski, Historian: They'd sell hotdogs, they would raffle off ponies, they'd 
cook a pig. Most rallies might only have 20 Klansmen, but they could have hundreds or 
thousands of people that were there watching and supporting. 

NARRATOR: Jones claimed that his klan was non-violent, but he had built his empire 
on hate-filled rhetoric, promising militant defense of white supremacy. 
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He dreamed of turning the group into a powerful voting block. "I am not advocating 
violence in any form," he said. "I am asking you as white men to organize now so that no 
politician can be elected to any office without our support." 

Mark Potok, Southern Poverty Law Center: Bob Jones felt that he would be more 
successful appearing to be nonviolent. He would not incur the wrath of the north, of the 
FBI, the federal authorities. Meanwhile, we had in other southern states an incredibly 
violent bunch of Klan groups  

NARRATOR: As the 1960's progressed, the civil rights movement intensified their 
demands for equality. 

In March 1965, a white housewife, mother and civil rights worker named Viola Liuzzo 
was gunned down by Alabama klansmen. The brazen murder pushed the federal 
government into a full-scale assault on the Ku Klux Klan. 

In North Carolina, Klan leaders flaunted their disdain for federal authority by hosting 
the klansmen accused of killing viola Liuzzo. A crowd of 6,000 turned out. CBS news 
sent a team to record the event. 

When the CBS report aired, millions of Americans saw the Ku Klux Klan up close for the 
first time. 

David Cunningham, Sociologist; The Carolina Klan had found themselves relatively 
insulated from the deadly acts of violence that had really dogged the Klan in the Deeper 
South, but when their members are celebrating those acts as politically necessary, and in 
effect would condone murder in the name of white supremacy. The Carolina Klan 
becomes painted in a very different light. 

The policing of the Klan became to more closely mirror what civil rights activists had 
long been subject to. They start arresting people for minor infractions, pretext kind of 
arrests. They start harassing people at rallies. They start having official injunctions to 
prevent rallies from being held. All these things can come upon them for being a Klan 
member that wouldn't have been in the world of consequences prior to 1966. 
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David Cecelski: Historian: I don't think the Klan was quelled, but that kind of laid 
back attitude toward the Klan changes in my part of the state. African-Americans are 
organized, and they're just not going to take this from the Ku Klux Klan anymore. A lot 
of whites are finding their racial anxieties channeled into other political avenues. 

David Cunningham, Sociologist: Jones and the Carolina Klan were not able to 
achieve any of their major goals.  They were not able to build a long-lasting political 
constituency around the Klan.  

David Cecelski: Historian: The Klan, it becomes a shameful thing again. 

 

 


