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NARRATOR 

In the first few months after the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act, three thousand black 

Americans flood across the border. They called it "Freedom's Land". Over the next ten years as 

many as forty thousand black Americans will take refuge here. Most of them are fugitive slaves 

but some are free blacks who flee because they have no right under the law to a jury trial or to 

testify in their own defense. 

 

SMARDZ FROST 

I'm accused of being a runaway slave, I go to court but I can't speak for myself, the slave catcher 

has torn up my free papers, the only person is going to possible defend me is a local attorney 

who's doing it pro bono - what do you think my chances are? 

 

NARRATOR 

And bounty hunters take advantage; fortunes are made kidnappings free blacks and selling them 

into slavery 

 

ACTOR AS WILLIAM STILL 

Scarcely, had the infamous statute been in existence six months, air the worst predications of the 

friends of the slaves were fulfilled in different northern states it's hardly too much to say that 

Pennsylvania was consider wholly unsafe to nine-tenths of her color population 

 

SMARDZ FROST 

Absolutely, it had an impact on free blacks because if one's mother had been a slave even if you 

lived your whole life freedom. As for instance, William Still had done it actually meant that he 

could have been re-enslaved, personally, legally, legally. And there would have been nothing 

anyone could have done. 

 

VELMA MAIA THOMAS 

 If you're black, then you're susceptible to being taken. It doesn't matter if you've lived for free 

for five years or five minutes, someone could always re-enslave you. And that's a heavy burden 

to carry, it's a quasi freedom, almost free, free right now, don't know if you'll be free tomorrow. 


