
William Still’s Place in History Transcript 
 

WILLIAM STILL'S PLACE IN HISTORY 

 

 

 

PROF. JAMES HORTON 

I think William Still's place in the story of the Underground Railroad is getting stronger and 

stronger over time. There's people who read his book and learn more about him and his story of 

his family, I think there is growing recognition of how important a role that he played in all this. 

I think he was recognized as important during the period but got lost in the activities of other 

individuals and I think slowly we're beginning to recognize him more and more and understand 

how valuable his contributions were not only in terms of his active commitment to helping 

runaways gain their freedom and go on to better life. But also his willingness to capture their 

stories and to say these things despite all the dangers because it was important for him and for 

others to have that voice, to have that other prospective available for others to see and 

understand. So I think those choices by him were critical ones and as we go forward and 

recognize are hard it is to get information about Underground Railroad and begin to piece 

together and how it functioned that his story become a very important source of that. 

 

SARAH DUCKSWORTH 

He believed that these stories had value beyond just the personal story of the individual. He 

believed that the future generations needed to know about these heroes; he believed that if they 

grew up thinking that they came from a race of cowards. That they believed the stereotypes, that 

they would surely hear, that they would be people did not really accomplish all that they could. 

They needed role models, they needed heroes. And here were the most heroic people that he 

could imagine without any better counterpart in history. And so he wanted these stories for the 

future. 


