
Sydney Still’s Run for Freedom Transcript 

SYDNEY STILL’S RUN FOR FREEDOM 

 

ACTOR AS WILLIAM STILL 

I shall never forget hearing my mother speak of the night when she fled. She went to the bed 

where her two boys were sleeping, kissed them, consigned them into the hands of God and took 

her departure to the land of liberty. 

 

JAMES HORTON 

Now, think about what that means to a person. She’s got to make a decision which of her 

children is she going to leave in slavery in order for her to experience freedom and two of her 

children to experience freedom.  

 

I mean, that’s a terrible choice to have to make. How do you make such a decision? 

 

VELMA MAIA THOMAS 

I mean, the slave-master had his way with women and so you’d take the girls. You’d figure that 

the boys will grow into strong men who could kind of defend themselves in some way. 

 

But the girls were just there for the taking, for the picking, for the liking, for the evening. So you 

grab the meekest and you run. 

 

NARRATOR 

They travelled at night without map or compass, only the North Star to guide them.  

The days they spent hiding in swamps or caves knowing that to be spotted was to be caught. 

 

GLORIA STILL 

I have, somewhere, a piece that I’ve written thinking about her and I can remember on the inside 

of me in the writing, the rhythm in my head was, “Hiding by day, running by night. Running, 

running, running, praying.” 

 

Oh, my goodness, can you imagine? But they did it. They did it.  

 

NARRATOR 

It took them weeks to reach the Delaware River and cross into the free state of New Jersey.  

The Still family settled on a forty-acre homestead in a remote farming community.  

And it’s here that William was born and raised, the last of 18 children. 

 

ACTOR AS WILLIAM STILL 

My mother and father were again reunited in freedom. And two of the little boys were in slavery. 

What to do for them? Other than weep and pray, the question’s unanswerable. 

For over 40 years, my mother’s heart never knew what it was to be free from anxiety about her 

lost boys. 

 

NARRATOR 

Sidney changed her name to Charity and fabricated a history to throw the slave-catchers off the 

scent. 
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Only the Still family knows the truth about her past and those two little boys she’d left behind. 

 

SARAH DUCKSWORTH 

And William Still said that that dark cloud with which he grew up shaped his character. 

It taught him compassion. It taught him to love freedom, to hate tyranny and slavery. 


