NAZI MEGA WEAPONS

V1: Hitler’s Vengeance Missile
POST PRODUCTION SCRIPT 

 

	Shot Description 
	Audio Transcript


	Panning shot along trees 
	V/O:  
On the outskirts of Peenemunde, Esser and the team begin an intense training schedule



	CU tree FR flashed images of men with V1 appear FL 

Then WS Mike walks FL 

Rear MS Mike turning FL to talk 
	Dr. Mike Pavelec :
It was in this forest 
where Wachtel’s regiment trained. The high technology weapons system needed highly trained professionals to be able to launch it. Without the men, the machine was nothing. 



	CU ramp to Mike walking  b/g leaves FL 

LMS Mike turns FL and then turns to camera and gestures behind 
	Dr. Mike Pavelec :
They built 
three practice launch ramps in the forest. This is one of them. You can see the front end would have been up there where they loaded the V1 on 



	Recon SA ramp with V1 in place

‘Wachtel ‘ enters FR 

OS ‘Wachtel’ to V1 on ramp - men loading 


	VO

Under Wachtel’s direction, the 
team step up trials of the missile



	SA ‘Esser’ loading V1

BCU SA ‘Esser’

MS Mike OOFL 
	Dr. Mike Pavelec : 

This was extremely dangerous work they were using very volatile chemicals 
in the launch process. The 
V1s themselves tended to explode on the ramp. 



	HA to hands working on V1 pan L to ‘Esser’ working HA MS 
SA 2s working on V1
	V/O
Esser prepares the V1s for launch... but the system still has teething problems as he 
recalls in his diary.



	HA MS ‘Esser’
OS to 2nd man - they leave FR 


	Esser VO: 

After the bomb was 
prepared we ran and hid…

You just didn’t know what might happen...



	SA LMS 2s 

OS - men run from V1 

FR


	Esser 

Get back everyone! 



	MS Mike Pavelec OOFL 


	Dr. Mike Pavelec : 

They have no techniques or procedures. They have to invent how they put this thing into the air. 



	LS V1
LMS ‘Wachtel’ with binos 
SA V1 on ramp 

LS down ramp V1 moves to camera 

CU rear shot as launches 

LMS ‘Wachtel’ with binos 
Lowers binos and mouths - leaves FR


	V/O: 
Pressure is rising - The regiment is expected to be operational 
within a few months.  

(crash) 

Hitler is depending on Max Wachtel.



	CU smoke leaving end of tube 
LA V1 flies over - veers FR and crashes

WS V1 crashes into sea 

SA V1 flies FL and crashes to sea 


	V/O:

The problem for Wachtel is that the V1 itself is plagued by technical problems 

It keeps flipping over and veering off course 

 

	LMS Mike OOFR 
	Dr. Mike Pavelec : 
After multiple experiments 

they finally figure it out, that the problem was with the magnetic compass and the steering mechanism 



	CGI graphic showing compass and rudder system 
	V/O:

The V1’s cutting edge auto pilot system relies on a compass to keep the missile on course.  If the V1 stays off route - the compass helps move the rudder and elevator to keep it on track 



	LMS Mike OOFR 

HA Mike picks up wooden cradle 

LMS Mike holding cradle 

CU cradle in hands 

LMS Mike holding cradle 

CU cradle in hands 

LMS Mike holding cradle 
	Dr. Mike Pavelec : 

One of the problems with the early view ones - is the magnetic compass was getting disturbance from the rest of the metal vehicle 

What they came up with - was a wooden cradle - that suspended the compass 

with rubber bands, basically

along with another half on top - it completely isolated the magnetic compass 

so that it would be stable and protected from the violence of take-off, but also from the magnetic interference of the rest of the V1.  

With this very ingenious and simple answer,

It allowed the V1 to be much more successful in flight 



	BW LA V1 flies over 

Aerial shot over land and houses 


	

	LA to 6 planes flying over 

SA British plane in flight FL 

HA to plane flying over city 

SA plane dropping bombs 


	V/O

While Wachtel and the engineers struggle to get the V1 campaign operational the Nazi war machine 
receives a huge setback 

In July 1943 
the Allies bomb Hamburg 



	Aerial shot of bombing Hamburg 

LA to building on fire 

LS to fire person moves f/g


	

	CU fire 

MS James Holland 

Aerial shot of Hamburg bombing 

SA fire raging 

SA 2s men OOFR 

SA rubble falls 

MS James Holland OOFR 


	James Holland
Over three consecutive nights 
more than three thousand bombers hit Hamburg, 
it’s one of Germany’s 
biggest cities not 
to mention ports and the 
ancient heart of it is 
absolutely destroyed. 



	LS people run FR 

HA body stretchered from rubble 

TS bodies in rows pan R across 


	V/O:  
The raid kills over 50,000 Germans.



	MS James Holland OOFR 


	James Holland:
This is a massive psychological blow for both Hitler and the Nazi High Command as well



	TS bodies - pan L across 

SA CU ‘Hitler’ 

CAPTION:

Wolf’s Lair, July 25th 1943
MS SS man

OS to 3s ‘Hitler’ centre

SA MS ‘Hitler OOFL

Subtitle

to end these terror attacks for good. 

SA MS SS man 

OS to SA ‘Hitler’

Subtitle

SA hand hits map 

SA CU ‘Hitler’


	Hitler:

Only by air can they terrorize our homeland

let me assure you gentlemen, we are developing ways 
to end these terror attacks for good. 

We will soon retaliate with all our power! 



	OS to 2s 
LS to men round table 

Pan R to SA CU V1
	V/O:  
Hitler is relying on Max Wachtel to deliver a revenge strike, 
but the V1 is far from ready 

Despite this, he orders five thousand to be built by the end of 1943 to fire at England



	Tilt up to man soldering 

HA to ‘production line’ 


	

	HA to ‘production line’

LS man welding tilt up to HA 

HA 2s welding 

SA man welding 

LS to blast from tail 

AB wider shot 

SA V1 in flight 

Map showing launch sites 
	V/O:

In August 1943 Hitler’s first vengeance weapon goes 
into mass production.

But the V1 only has a range 
of 130 miles.(210km)
They will need to be launched from Northern France. 

In September, construction begins on a hundred launch sites across Normandy and the area around Calais 



	MAP – ZOOMS IN TO HAZEBROUCK


	V/O:  
One of the most impressive is Hazebrouck



	BCU Poppy tilt down to ruins and pull focus 


	V/O:  
Its haunting ruins still survive today 



	LA pan L round ruins 

VWS Tony Pollard walks FL  

LMS Tony 

Caption tony Pollard Battlefield Archaeologist 

Track round behind him to view site b/g

He walks on away from camera 


	Tony Pollard:  

This is just 
missile. 
This is the business end of the entire operation. The launch ramp. And there’s no mistaking it. It’s unbelievable. 



	TS grasses pan R to WS Tony walking FR

Track round ruins 
	

	LMS SA Tony OOFR 

LS to wall  pan L 

LS down walls zoom in flash through images of V1 


	Tony Pollard: 
And what we’re seeing here are the blast walls that would have protected the ramp within 
and that would have been a superstructure coming out towards us. 



	LMS Tony climbs over wall 

CU legs climb up 

BCU feet on wall 

LA Sa Tony walking along wall FL

VWS Tony walking FR on wall 


	

	LMS Tony seated on wall OOFL 

LS down wall 

POV from ramp to church 

LS Tony kneeling on wall 
	Tony Pollard:  

The key factor is that this has to have that line of sight.  It’s like a rifle pointed at London. 
It’s on a ridge so it’s elevated from the ground around 
it but it’s set aside from the forest. Everything else - all the support building are hidden away in the forest.  



	LS down path in forest

VWS Tony walking FR in field barbed wire FR 

HA from wall to Tony walking FR  

CU barbed wire - ruins b/g

	

	LA to tree tops tilt down to exterior building 

LS exterior wall 

LA to opening in wall tilt down to bullet holes in metal 

TS wall pan L down wall 

WS Tony walking by building through trees 


	V/O;
The launch sites contain 
everything the V1 regiments need to fire the weapon. 

There are nearly 
twenty concrete structures including buildings to store and 
assemble the missiles, bunkers to house the detonators, and blockhouses 
to support the 65-strong staff.



	LA Tony walks to building and enters 

LS SA Tony enters building  and bends to floor  tilt down to show beams 
CU hand on beam 

Tighter shot showing sill 
BW archive showing rails 

Group shot men push trolley FL 

LMS Tony OOFR 

Jump cut to LMS Tony OOFR 
	Tony Pollard;

Every building served a 

specific purpose and this one’s really interesting - its got two wide doors its got these concrete beams across the floor - and you can see set within them - there 

are iron rods which would have  held rails .  and you can 

actually see the sill within which that rail 

was seated.  The catapult 

launch systems would have been brought in here - and they 

were pressure washed after use because of all sorts of nasty chemicals - 

there’s a huge amount of detail gone into the design of these buildings - unless they’re fit for purpose these missile launches just aren’t going to work



	LS LA Tony stands and walks out 


	

	LMS Tony walks along path - Pan L to archway 

LMS Tony points to archway 

Slow track by walls

Sa MS Tony walking - turns FL  

VWS Tony - CGI reconstructs archway 


	Tony Pollard

Look at this, amazing - there’s a big 

archway that would have stretched across between these two walls - 

so this would have been a very impressive building and 

strikingly different to everything else - 

Its almost like the cathedral of the site 



	
	V/O

This building called the Richt House is where the V1 undergoes critical last minute checks before being launched  - 



	CU end of wall - tilt down to Tony as he speaks 

LS end of wall tilt down

Pan R to MS Tony 

OS to Tony to ruins  

CU rear Tony as gestures 

CU end of wall Pan L to 2nd wall

SA LMS Tony OOFL 
	Tony Pollard

The key function of this room is to set the compass and the giro 

because you’ve got a compass - you can’t have any metal close by because it will disrupt it - 

and that’s why we’ve got this fancy archway - because 

you can’t have iron beans 

supporting the doorway or the roof - 

And so there’s an incredible amount of 

thought gone into this - if they get this bit wrong the entire operation will be a failure 



	CU ruins 

Aerial over site

TS site 

Group of workers walk FR 

TS construction men working on scaffold 

LS SA construction site 

Tight shot construction 


	V/O:

These sites are supposed to be operational by the end of 1943, but there just isn’t’ the man power or 

resources 

.

‘Hitler’ has prioritised the 

construction of the Atlantic Wall defences, 

so the V1 plans are behind 

schedule 



	TS men lift section FR

LS V1’s in row  

LMS Mike walking through building 

LA to Mike looking at section 


	V/O: 

Meanwhile the first mass produced V1’s roll off the production line.

 but the 

pressure to deliver fast means there no time for testing.

The 

missiles are faulty - 



	BCU section- tilt up to Mike as looks FL to it 

LMS Mike OOFR 

B/W BCU section tilt down join 

LMS Mike 
	Mike Pavelec

One of the problems that they had very early was, was the wings would fall 

apart - in flight or even fall 

off - when it was launched.  The violence of the large and the pulse jet engine would 

literally tear this machine apart.  



	BW BCU under V1 - pan L showing rivets 

LA showing rivets on underside 

SA arms screwing underside 

LS 2s moving wing OOFR 

HA 3s men move wing off 


	V/O:  

The fix is simple - using metal rivets instead of spot welding 

strengthens the fuselage

But it’s too late for the 2,000 wings 

and mid sections already produced - they are scrapped setting the programme back by months 
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