NAZI MEGA WEAPONS

V1: Hitler’s Vengeance Missile
POST PRODUCTION SCRIPT 

 

	Shot Description 
	Audio Transcript


	BW archive HA to Hitler in Assembly 

LMS Hitler speaking 
HA to audience applauding - pan L to Hitler at podium 

CU 2s V1’s 

CU tip of V1

3s men by V1 - lifts off section and moves FR 

LS men pull V1 FL 

LS rear V1 pushed away 


	V/O:  
By May 1943 Hitler 
is finally satisfied that everything is ready for a strike against Britain.  

Esser’s regiment is in 
position and awaiting Wachtel’s order to fire 

It will come 
under the code name: Polar Bear, In German: Eisbar (ice-bear)



	MS James Holland OOFR 
	James Holland
The V1s may be ready but the Allies strike first. They take Hitler and the Germans completely by surprise by landing on the Normandy beaches



	BW archive HA to crowded landing craft

POV to other boats

HA TS troops 


	

	HA line of soldier wade ashore 

MS US ship FL as men enter water 

LS to beach as men land pan L to men walking down FR 

POV from ship to men moving ashore 

TS squadron in sky 

VWS beach with smoke rising 


	V/O:  
On the 6th of June 1944

A hundred and fifty thousand allied troops

land on the coast of France in the D-Day invasion.
Hitler needs a decisive counter strike 
on the Allies.  The time has come for 
Wachtel to break cover



	Recon SA CU men at desk 
Caption: 

V1 Command Headquarters, France, June 6th 1944
SA men at desk they stand 

	V/O;  
Wachtel casts off his disguise and mobilises his men 

 

	LMS ‘Watchel’

Subtitles

He turns to map 


	Wachtel

- All units to prepare immediately for the attack. 
Give me the status of all the Normandy sites. 
Launchers are to be made ready for action! 

Man

- Here you are Colonel
Wachtel 

- Thanks 



	MAP – animates to show distribution network 
	V/O:  
Across the regiments the launch ramps begin arriving  - Missiles are moved from the factories and storage depots - arming the sites



	LMS Tony Pollard OOFL 

BW archive men move V1 FR 

LMS Tony Pollard 
	Tony Pollard:  

In the hours leading up to the launch this would have been an absolute hive of activity. 
There would have been men everywhere. They’d have still been building the launch ramp. 
Last pieces bolted in to place. 



	Recon LA ‘Esser’ pulls net over 

LMS ‘Esser pulling net over

Through net to LMS adjusting over V1

LMS Sa ‘Esser’ adjusting net  - tilt down to hands


	V/O: 
Esser is busy readying the missiles for launch 

The moment to put his training in to 
action has finally arrived



	LMS Tony Pollard OOFL 
BCU recon ‘Esser’ moving FR 

BW archive working on V1

LA 2s filling V1 with fuel 

MS Tony pollard OOFL 


	Tony Pollard: 
The missiles would be arriving at the reception centre. 
There they’d be prepared, the wings fitted, 
the gyros fitted, 
everything checked for that last 
final launch. 



	BW archive LS V1 on ramp - men move away 
White out to recon Sa men in line - bleed through colour 

OS to 2s at front 

SA MS 2s 


	V/O
On June 12th 1944 , 

Just 6 
days after D-Day Wachtel is ready.



	
	Wachtel

“After months of waiting 
the hour has come for us to open fire. 



	CU map with pins tilt up thread to  London

SA 2s

Subtitle 
It’s now down to us to ensure our crusade ends with victory.

 
	Wachtel
The Fuehrer and the fatherland look to us. 

It’s now down to us to ensure our crusade ends with victory.”



	SA down line of soldiers OOFL
	V/O: 
It’s finally time to fire Hitler’s vengeance weapon...



	2s MS OOFR 

SA LS soldiers salute 

SA 2s - arms lower


	Wachtel

Long live the Fuehrer Adolf Hitler. 

To Victory!  



	LS to V1 on ramp 

Caption Pas-De-Calais, Northern France 

Men run in FL
Rear men run to gun 

LMS soldiers run FR

Rear shot running to V1 - tilt down as they pick up cylinders

Under V1 to ‘Esser’ moving cylinders FR 

	V/O:
Across Northern France 
V1 launch teams 
spring into action to begin the aerial bombardment of London

Airman Joseph Esser is in position 

His job: to fire the flying bomb 



	SA LMS Wachtel OOFL 

LS clock 

SA Wachtel 

CU map - shadow FR

BCU Wachtel  


	

	WS men round V1 on site 

LMS man moves to camera  and leaves FR pan R to V1

LME ‘Esser’ in goggles tilt down to hands 

LS men run to V1


	

	HA to phone in hand 

Tilt up to 2nd man 

LA CU ‘Wachtel’


	

	LA LS clock 

LMS on phone 

LMS 2nd man on phone

OS - they look to each other 


	V/O:  

At 4am, Colonel 
Wachtel gives the order 



	LA OS to clock - he turns 

LMS man on phone 
Subtitle 

SA BCU  - phone placed down 

LMS man puts phone down 


	Wachtel

Polar Bear

Man 1

‘Polar Bear!’ 
Others

Polar Bear! 


	LMS SA ‘Wachtel’

BW archive man sets V1 rocket

Recon end of pipe fires

HA through trees to ‘Esser’ at V1 


	Esser 

Get back everyone! 



	LA LS ‘Esser’ runs to camera and OOFL

Sa V1 as men run away b/g

BW archive hand on controls 

SA smoke from tail of V1

Recon through legs to V1 as fires


	

	Recon 3s soldiers behind sand bags

LS to ramp smoke rises

SA TS men look FR 

LA ramp - smoke rises V1 flies FR 

VBCU on ramp fires FL

LS V1 fires through trees 

BW LS V1 fires off ramp 


	

	LS V1 to trees fired 
MS V1 launched - smoke fills screen  

LS Sa ramp as V1 fired FL 

LA to ramp as V1 fired FR 


	V/O
Through the night the regiment unleash missiles 
at the unsuspecting British public



	SA V1 in air 

MS Tony pollard OOFL


	Tony Pollard:  

Esser’s crew do pretty well 
on the night. They get two missiles away. 
The problem is that across the regiment they only get ten missiles off. And only four of those missiles make it as far as the English coast 



	BW LS group on bombsite pan r as stretcher carried 

TS group working on bomb site Pan L 
HA TS of bomb damage - firemen play hose FL - pan L 
	V/O:  
A single V1 strikes London

The explosion kills six people, injuring thirty

It’s not the decisive strike Hitler was expecting… 



	LMS Tony Pollard OOFL 

Tilt down to roof top - V1 falls b/g 

WS explosion behind building 

MS Tony Pollard OOFL 


	Tony Pollard: 
After that first disappointing launch the regiment 
really gets it act together. And on the 15th and 16th of June just a few days later they get two hundred and forty four missiles in the air. Seventy-three of those land on London to devastating 
effect. This is what 
Hitler was hoping for. 



	WS V1 flies FR 
TS V1 flies OOFR 

WS V1 falls 

CU SA V1 flying FR - glides 

VWS V1 falls - tilt down to explosion

	V/O
The growl of the pulse jet engine signals the arrival of a V1 - on reaching London it 
starts its dive.

This cuts the fuel to the engine leaving the missile to fall in haunting silence.



	WS V1 in flight 

VWS V1

LS V1 flies FL 

MS Tony Pollard OOFL 
	Tony Pollard:  

It was when that engine cut out then you 
knew that the danger had 
really arrived because that machine is at that point falling from the sky and it could 
be falling on you. With a tonne of explosives on board. 



	VWS V1 in falls and explodes 
HA to buildings falling 

VWS plume of smoke rises 


	

	LS Ambulance drives to camera turns FL and leaves frame 

LS men carry stretcher FL 
	V/O
In total ten and half thousand missiles are launched at Britain

In the space of ten weeks, over five thousand Londoners are killed 



	MS James Holland OOFR

TS people on bomb site 

HA to ruined building 

MS James Holland OOFR


	James Holland

Hitler was ecstatic, about the way the V1 project is going, as far as he’s concerned this terror weapon - this retaliation weapon, is doing exactly what he hoped it would do - 

Its killing  lots of people, its destroying lots of 

buildings and its piling on huge 

amounts of pressure on to the Allied leadership 

	LS exterior building men moving with guns 

Rear LS down street as soldier move away 

OS MS man fires

BCU gun

LS gun fires 

Gun fire - 2s at guns 

WS smoke rising 

LS down road soldiers surrender

WS soldier with white flag 

TS troops marching FL with hands up 


	V/O
But it’s 
all too little too late

By mid 
August 
1944, 
two 
months after the first V1 attacks, the 
Allies break out of Normandy.

The Nazi’s are in 
retreat... including Wachtel and Esser...



	MS Tony Pollard
SA V1 flies FR


	Tony Pollard:  
Hitler’s euphoria over those successful V1 launches doesn’t last very long at all.  The Allies are sweeping up through northern France, they’re mopping up these sites - the crews have no option they either surrender or the they flee 



	VWS V1 in flight 

WS pan L as V1 lands and explodes 

HA to bomb site - 

HA to group carrying stretcher on bomb site

HA TS child moved FR 

LS to smoke round building  

LMS man and woman in doorway 

TS bomb damage - fires burning 


	V/O

In a final throw of the dice - Wachtel continues 

firing from make shift sites in Holland and Germany 

at cities the Allies occupy 

In Antwerp alone nearly 

Four thousand people are killed by

Nazi strikes

	MS James Holland OOFR
	James Holland

Its just not enough to 

be decisive, its enough to create chaos - to kill lots of people - to destroy lots of homes but its not enough in any shape or form to effect the outcome of the war

 

	CU bomb damage

CU end of fallen V1

MS Tony Pollard OOFL 

2s men with crashed V1 

MS Tony Pollard OOFL 

CU crashed V1 

LS down pipe 

LS V1 lying in field 

MS Tony Pollard OOFL


	Tony Pollard

The V1 programme was incredibly 
ambitious. It did succeed in 
raining terror down on London but it 
failed to turn the tide of the war in Hitler’s 
favour. By the 
time the first missiles are being fired 
the Allies had already 
landed in France. It was just 
too little too late. 



	HA LS crashed V1
2s men walk in FL  fade to black 
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