
 

 

TRANSCRIPT 

FRONTLINE: Children of Syria 
A Syrian Family Becomes a Refugee Family  

 

Video 1: Life Amidst War 

 

INTERVIEWER: Do you love Syria? 

SARA, 4: Yes. 

INTERVIEWER: How? 

SARA: You mean this much or that much? This much. I love the little children. I love the kids that 

play with me. What I love most is my mother and father, only my mother and father. 

NARRATOR: Sara lives with her three siblings, her sisters, Helen and Farah, and brother 

Mohammed. They live with their parents here in this middle class suburb that’s now a front line in 

Syria’s largest city, Aleppo. It’s 2013. Some 200,000 residents have fled the brutal fighting. 

HELEN, 10: We are in an area called Seif-al-Dawle. These houses— these houses were 

abandoned a year ago. This is where the army is stationed. It’s right next to us. So there’s not 

much distance between us and the army, just a wall this big. There’s hardly anything. So we’re 

here, and at any moment, the Syrian army could attack us. 

SARA: When a shell fell here, I died. When they threw the missile on that house there, I died one 

big death. I died and then lived again. Once someone shot rockets and one got stuck inside a 

stone. It exploded and shrapnel went everywhere. Mister, how much longer until we finish? This 

long? 

NARRATOR: The children’s father, Abu Ali, used to be an engineer. When the war began, he was 

one of the first to join the rebel group, the Free Syrian Army. 
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HELEN: [subtitles] See my dad. He my dad. This is my father a long time ago, when he was 

young. 

NARRATOR: He controls a battalion of fighters. They hold a strategic position on a hill 

overlooking the old citadel of Aleppo. 

INTERVIEWER: Is Dad a leader or what? 

SARA: A leader. 

INTERVIEWER: A leader of what? 

SARA: A leader of the entire front. 

MOHAMMED, 12: We decided not to leave our dad, not to leave him, but to stay with him by his 

side, to resist with him. Whatever happens to the men or to my father happens to us, too. 
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