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TRANSCRIPT 

FRONTLINE: The Trouble with Antibiotics  

How Widespread Is the Use on Farms?   
 

 

Video 1: History of Use 

ANNOUNCER: The widespread use of antibiotics on farms goes back decades. They were 

first used on animals in the 1940s. 

ANNOUNCER: [promotional film] Among the many valuable new products created in 

agricultural laboratories are mass-produced antibiotics— 

GAIL HANSEN, D.V.M., Pew Charitable Trusts Antibiotic Campaign: It was at a time 

when agriculture was really changing and really becoming much more of a—at that time, it 

was not a pejorative, but it was an industrial model. So farms were getting bigger. Animals 
were getting put closer together. 

When you put the animals closer together and you have them confined, then it’s a lot easier 

to pass diseases back and forth. Giving them a little bit of antibiotic sort of seemed to fix 
that problem, or sort of put a Band-Aid over it anyway. 

DAVID E. HOFFMAN: But there was another benefit, one they had not anticipated. 

ANNOUNCER: [promotional film] The power to promote growth. Note the weight of a 

chicken raised for eight weeks on a regular feed. Now another chicken nourished for the 
same period on regular feed plus teramycin, a 15 percent increase in growth. 

RICHARD CARNEVALE, D.V.M., Vice Pres., Animal Health Institute: They had 

discovered that if you add these drugs to the feed of animals, they were very useful in 

increasing the productivity of the animal. They kept them healthy. That was the main thing. 
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They reduced loss in sicknesses in their animals. And they also discovered that it gains the 
same amount of weight on less feed. Feed is a very big cost. 

ANNOUNCER: [advertisement] Want something special for Sunday dinner? Chicken 

inspected and graded is now thrifty every day. 

Dr. RICHARD CARNEVALE: People don’t realize how expensive chicken used to be. 

DAVID E. HOFFMAN: [on camera] So antibiotics helped us get to inexpensive chicken. 

Dr. RICHARD CARNEVALE: Inexpensive and higher quality chicken, yes, higher quality 

chicken, and pork and beef, as well. 

 


