
 

 

TRANSCRIPT 

FRONTLINE: Gunned Down  
Parents’ Push for Gun Control Blocked by NRA 

 

Video 1 - Seeking Change  

 

On December 14, 2012, a Lone gunman opened fire at Sandy Hook Elementary school in 

Newtown, Connecticut. Twenty children and six adults were killed.  

 

NARRATOR: In Newtown once again, out of grief, an impromptu political movement was 

forming. 

NEWTOWN RESIDENT: Friends and neighbors were determined to do everything within 

their power to make a difference. We created a name for our group, Sandy Hook Promise. 

We then developed a promise, which is the essence of what we believe must be done. 

NICOLE HOCKLEY, Sandy Hook Parent: I just had no idea what to do. I didn’t know 

anything about gun violence. I didn’t know anything about politics. 

It’s been one month since I lost my son, Dylan, and 25 other families lost their loved ones. 

MARK BARDEN, Sandy Hook Parent: We don’t really know what we’re going to do, or 

we don’t really have an agenda. We’re not sure what it wants to be yet. 

NARRATOR:They began by talking to experts. 

MATTHEW BENNETT, Pres. Clinton Policy Adviser, Gun Control Advocate: The very 

first thing I said to them in our very first meeting was, “You are about to wade into the 
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roughest waters in American politics. Nothing is nastier than the gun debate.” And they 

had what I  

 

think any reasonable expectation would be, is, “We have just been through the worst gun 

event in the history of the United States, and something surely is going to change.” 

NARRATOR: Some of the families wanted to push to outlaw the types of weapons used in 

the Sandy Hook shooting, high-capacity magazines and assault weapons. But the 

seasoned veterans of the political gun wars delivered a dose of reality. 

MATTHEW BENNETT, Pres. Clinton Policy Adviser, Gun Control Advocate: What I 

knew, and was able to impart eventually to them, was that a new assault weapons ban 

was not going to happen, that there was basically no appetite for that in Congress, that 

the high-capacity clip ban made sense, but probably also was politically impossible in part 

because there were just so many high-capacity clips in circulation. You can buy them on 

the Internet for $10. 

MARK BARDEN, Sandy Hook Parent: That was an unfortunate learning for me in that, 

you know, there’s going to be resistance to this. 

NARRATOR: They were told the very best they could hope for was expanding background 

checks, closing that gun show loophole, and even that would be an uphill battle. 

SPEAKER: In memory of those lost and in tribute to their families, I ask that you please 

join me now in a brief moment of silence. 
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