
 

 

TRANSCRIPT 

FRONTLINE: Children of Syria 
A Refugee Family Adjusts to a New Life  

 

Video 2: Settling In 

SARA: Here the roads are clean. In Syria, they’re not clean. Here they don’t shell. In Syria, they 

shell. Of all of us, Helen has changed the most. She used to wear the hijab. She wouldn’t show 

a single strand of hair. Now she goes out on the street with her hair out. 

HELEN: [at skating rink] I have to laugh. I’m falling down all the time. He looked at us. Look, he 

is looking at us. Oh, dude, he’s so hot. Let’s skate past him. We shouldn’t be like this! When 

you move from one life to another, you change a bit. I now have new friends, a house and 

everything. Even my future is new. A girl doesn’t have freedom in Syria. But here in Germany, a 

girl is not ruled. She has her freedom. I haven’t forgotten where I came from. I haven’t 

forgotten that, that I’m from a homeland, from Syria. I’m not from Germany. 

MOHAMMED: It’s sad what has happened to us, the people of Syria. It’s sad we had to cross 

the seas, crossing European countries to reach Germany. Sometimes, I think it was wrong for 

us to come to Germany and that we should have stayed in our country. I will certainly return to 

my country, whether it’s rebuilt or not. I only came to Germany to secure my future and 

continue my education. Because I’m not German. After we learn German, we will no longer 

need their money or anything. All we’ll need is our hard work. No one can ever completely 

leave their homeland. 

HELEN: When I was in Syria, I didn’t appreciate, I didn’t know what family is, what’s mom or 

dad. Dad said he had ruined his children’s future. And I was thinking about this. Mom endured 

the four of us for the last two years, and Dad sacrificed everything in his life for his homeland, 

for us. Now I know the value of a father, and especially my mom. Now I know that homeland is 

everything. 
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