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TRANSCRIPT 

FRONTLINE: The Trouble with Antibiotics  

How Widespread Is the Use on Farms? 

 

Video 3: Policy Today  

DAVID E. HOFFMAN, Correspondent: : [voice-over] Last year, there were proposals in 

Congress that would have required farmers to report in detail which antibiotics they’re using 

on animals, and how much. But industry groups, like the National Pork Producers Council, 
opposed those efforts. 

[on camera] Did you lobby against those amendments? 

LIZ WAGSTROM, D.V.M., National Pork Producers Council: We—those amendments did 

not have a lot of support among Congress. There was not really a need to actively lobby 
against them. 

DAVID E. HOFFMAN: But you did not want those amendments to be part of that bill. 

Dr. LIZ WAGSTROM: We did not think they’d be helpful. 

DAVID E. HOFFMAN: What’s to be afraid of with getting more information? 

Dr. LIZ WAGSTROM: The people who were asking for that information are people whose 

motives were to restrict antibiotic use. 

DAVID E. HOFFMAN: So you saw this as a way to get a restriction, not just information. 

Dr. LIZ WAGSTROM: Correct. 

DAVID E. HOFFMAN: [voice-over] The proposals died. And after years of inaction, the FDA 

tried a new approach last December. It asked the pharmaceutical industry to voluntarily stop 

selling antibiotics that are intended only to make animals grow faster. 

Dr. MARGARET HAMBURG, M.D., FDA Commissioner: We actually believe that by taking 

a voluntary approach, we are going to move towards our goal of getting these antibiotics out 
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of use for growth promotion in a more effective and speedier way than if we actually tried to 
go drug by drug to pull them from the marketplace. 

DAVID E. HOFFMAN: The drug makers agreed to phase out these so-called growth 

promoters over the next three years, and the FDA will require greater supervision of all 

antibiotic use by veterinarians. Industry has told us that only 12 percent of the antibiotics 

that they sell in agriculture are used for growth promotion. So does that really mean that 88 

percent of what’s being used today will continue to be used? 

Dr. MARGARET HAMBURG: The action we’re taking is one step, but we clearly need a 

comprehensive strategy in terms of animal health and farm practices, as well. 

DAVID E. HOFFMAN: More than is being done today? 

Dr. MARGARET HAMBURG: Oh, I think, you know, we view what we’re doing as part of a 

broader process. 

GAIL HANSEN, D.V.M., Pew Charitable Trusts Antibiotic Campaign: I think FDA has—is 

very cautious. And because of the history that they had in the ‘70s, where they tried this big 

step and Congress told them no, I think FDA is taking some baby steps. I think they could 
be much bolder. 

LANCE PRICE: I mean, we know what they’re going to do. They’re going to do this 

voluntary thing, right? But if they’re not collecting the data to verify that people are changing 

the way they’re using antibiotics, that the program is working, you know, what’s the use? 

How do we evaluate the success of this program without collecting data? 

DAVID E. HOFFMAN: It’s been nearly 40 years since the government first tried to limit the 

use of antibiotics on farms. Has anything really changed in those 40 years? 

TOM GRUMBLY, Fmr. FDA Policy Assistant: Yes, the use of antibiotics has gone up. And 

certainly, the problem of antibiotic resistance in human beings to drugs has gone up 
substantially. 

GUY LONERAGAN, Ph.D., Vet. Epidemiologist, Texas Tech. Univ.: We live in a shared 

environment. Bacteria that we can find in animals we can find in people, and bacteria that 

we find in people we can find in animals. So the route by which they move between them 
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may not be that important, but the fact that they move between the two populations is 
important. 


