Music.

Indistinct chatter.

John Nakashima:  Just because it tastes good.

Richard Torin:  Yes. 

JN:  Does that mean it’s good for you?

RT:  My dear chap, are things that taste good or are good in life usually good for you and the answer is usually not.  Here is something you can drink as much of as you like and it’s good for you.  It just doesn’t taste of anything.
Music.

Arthur von Wiesenberger:  Well Berkeley Springs was very clever in realizing they have a natural resource which is their warm spring water that George Washington used to bathe in and by banking on that connection they really brought the world focus to Berkeley Springs; they have great water, people go to this town to sit in the water and take the spa treatments and now they come here to judge the water.
JW Rone:  It’s the largest water tasting anywhere in the world, it’s the only event of its kind.  We taste water in four categories.  We taste municipal waters, bottled non-carbonated waters, and we taste a new category this year for the first time, purified drinking water and last but not least sparkling waters.
Music.

RT:  The routine that you go through is similar to wine.  The first thing one does is one holds the glass up to the light and you look for the color or in this case you look for particles in the water.  If there are particles in the water it means it’s less pure therefore you mark it down.  Then you smell the water as you would with wine looking for bouquet.  The difference of course is that if wine has a lovely bouquet you would mark it up, here if the wine smells, the water smells anything you mark it down.
Joel Achenbach:  You want it to be wet.  You want two hydrogen, one oxygen in terms of the atoms.  I tasted some that had three hydrogen, I had some H4O.
Boy:  I’m testing the water seeing which one I like best.  The best so far I think is “Rocky Grove”.
Bell dinging.

Woman:  Rocky Grove.  They say they got so pure they actually had to add something back to it.
Man 1:  It’s flat.
Man 2:  Flavor.  I’d rather have water that’s got a sweeter taste.  It doesn’t have a very sweet taste to it.  
Man 3:  Even though it’s flat, it used to be brackish.  You can taste the salinity.
Man 2:  It’s not bad; it’s not bad at all.
AW:   We take water for granted.  Water should be pretty straight forward; clear, odorless, tasteless to a degree.  But you don’t want water which is completely free of taste you want to have some flavor in there, so if you have water that is free of taste it becomes bland and flat tasting.  People who taste water will often say distilled water doesn’t taste like much so you want to have some minerals.
Woman:  That’s good.

AW:  Sodium, magnesium, calcium, potassium.  All these minerals in the right combination can create a really sweet tasting water and that’s what they’re in search of.
JA:  Some of it is grassy, some briny; some was, well we had a word for it “virtunious”.  There was some that fishy.  All kinds of water, you’d be surprised at how many different kinds of flavors of water there really is.
RT:  Some of them have a subtle after taste that is I say sulfur, there might be a slightly bitter after taste.  Some actually, one of them actually had a slightly burning after which would be, it was very subtle.  If you drunk the water separately you would never be able to tell one water from the other; very unlikely I don’t like that, I don’t like that.  It’s only when you taste them together in tandem like this that you get a chance to compare the taste of the various waters.
Woman 1:  Well water is a big business.

Man:  Yeah, it is.

Woman 2:  We started 10 years; 11 years ago it was really new.  Quibell had just opened up; it was just beginning to roll.  Do you get your water from a spring, a natural spring?
Man:  This spring has been in my wife’s family for over 200 years.  We built a source, we built a plant and we pipe it from the spring up to the plant so it never touches air, it goes right in the bottle.  We’re small but you know we’re really growing.
Woman 2:  That’s wonderful!
AW:  For the bottled water people it’s more of a commerce benefit.  For example we have some water here that has won and since then gone into distribution.  And it some cases the water has been distributed around the world as a result of this event.
Salko Bedak:  The Berkeley Springs prize was really huge for us.  Last year when we were awarded the gold medal our water suddenly became popular.  The world knows Bosnia because of the war but no one knew we had a lot of good things going on.  This country is rich with great mineral water.
JWR:  Bosnia won a gold medal, it was big news in Eastern Europe and so these other countries picked up on the idea from that and say, well Bosnia can do it we can do it too.
Mirzosho Kaumov:  The people of Tajikistan realize the global problem of water for the mere fact that of over one billion people suffer from the lack of water, yet Tajikistan has very abundant resources.  The actual plant where this water is bottled is located right on top of the mountain just where the river takes its beginning of the pure source of melting mountain caps.  So I would absolutely recommend this water to anybody as probably as some of the cleanest, purest waters and also rarest waters available today given the extent of pollution that we are observing around the world.  One of the very few virgin sources left to this day. 
AW:  And now people are looking to bottled water as a very important part of their overall beverage choices and it’s a five point six million dollar business in this country.

