The Civil War and Abolition
GATES: The urge to judge Lincoln outside of his times is a strong one.  
It’s worth remembering, that his every decision was made in the context of the greatest crisis in our nation’s history. Any misstep and the country could fall apart.  By the summer 1863, two-and-a-half years into the war, over a quarter of a million Americans had already lost their lives and there seemed to be no end in sight.  We can see toll it took on Lincoln – in 30 short months in office, he seemed to have aged a lifetime.

At Gettysburg, General Robert E. Lee took the battle into the heart of the north.  Union forces beat him back, but Lincoln’s generals failed to pursue lee’s damaged army, allowing him to escape back to the safety of the south.
Lincoln was despondent.  His son, Robert found his father with his head buried in his hands, weeping with disappointment.  Lincoln knew the war would continue, and with it would come many more casualties.
FAUST: I think he felt an enormous burden of making decisions that he knew would cost lives. And it’s not as if he was removed from the impact of those decisions.  Washington was in the center of the war. It was filled with hospitals that were themselves filled with the casualties of battles like Antietam and battles in Virginia.  And so Lincoln saw the impact of his decisions in a very direct way.

GATES: Harvard president drew Gilpin Faust has written a moving book on the meaning of death during the civil war.   She helped me understand Lincoln’s struggle to lend support to a nation in the midst of almost unimaginable grief and suffering.
FAUST:  Lincoln was deeply touched by death throughout his life.  He lost his mother as a young child.  He lost a child of his own before he came to Washington as president.  He lost a second child, his young son Willie, who died in 1862, so in the midst of civil war.  So Lincoln himself was mourning losses through much of his life.  

FAUST: some of the most poignant and I think famous of Lincoln’s writings are condolence letters that he wrote during the war to family members of those who died.  And in one in particular that I think of as you ask this question, he wrote to a young woman named fanny McCullough, who was...just could not be consoled after the death of her father. 

FAUST
And he talked about how sorrow comes to all.  I think it hurt him deeply to think of all this loss.  And yet he saw death and life as very much intertwined and inseparable.

GATES: Whatever had sustained Americans to this point-- their belief in a just and righteous god; the hope that they’d see their loved ones again in the afterlife--that faith was crumbling with each passing day.
FAUST: even with the kinds of religious belief that assured salvation and comforted individuals that their losses would not be eternal… the war was a constant challenge to the depth of that belief, to the persistence of that belief. “How could god have allowed this,” and so it was a time that introduced doubt and a certain amount of irony and questioning into religious belief. I think one of the ways he thought about death was that he had to make it worth something because otherwise the cost would be unbearable 
GATES: After so many days on my journey, I had come to understand Lincoln’s struggle to invest the war with as much meaning as he could -- the preservation of the union and the republic, the destruction of slavery.  It was here at Gettysburg that he was finally able to express all of that meaning.
On a blustery afternoon on November 19th, 1863, a bare-headed Lincoln rose to deliver his address. All around him, witnesses said, hung the lingering stench of death.
CLINTON: I think he thought that he ought to be present in the blood shed and the suffering -- that it was wrong for him to pretend that he could in any way be apart from it 

CLINTON: At Gettysburg you saw a man whose spirit had been purified in the fires of the slaughter of the civil war, in the determination he had to hold the union together. And it was– you know, in just a couple of hundred words he was able to say how all Americans either were feeling or should be feeling.

GATES: We all know how it starts – four score and seven years ago. It is familiar to any American and in many ways, we’ve taken it for granted. But if you look closer you realize it is a work of genius – in just 272 words Abraham Lincoln was able to make us believe that liberty and union were inextricably linked -- he made us understand that the war was now about slavery without ever mentioning the word.
GATES: Throughout his presidency, Lincoln used the power of seemingly simple, but profoundly eloquent language—to express and ennoble his cause. Lincoln’s language is the key to understanding the greatness of the man himself.
Voice over –with graphic
· A house divided against itself cannot stand,
· Let us have faith that right makes might, 

· The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy present,
· The better angels of our nature,
· With malice toward none with charity for all, 

