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LEGACIES OF THE WAR OF 1812 

 

Andrew Lambert: The legacy of the War of 1812 is that there are two very large countries on the North 

American mainland called the “United States” and “Canada.”  And that in the eastern area, the frontier 

that was settled on in 1815 is pretty much the frontier that still exists. The longer legacy, of course, is 

that having tried to conquer Canada, the Americans didn’t ever try again 

 

Donald Graves: Prior to the war, Americans had been welcomed into British North America.  Provided 

they took the Oath of Allegiance they could get free land. And many took advantage of that. That 

stopped after the war. Even a humble little thing like McGuffy’s Reader, the little Dick and Jane book 

which was developed in New York in the 1820s, was banned in Canadian schools. 

 

For a half-century after the war there were tensions. There was certainly a dislike on the part of 

Canadians about Americans, and many Americans continued to resent the fact that the whole continent 

wasn’t under American control. But those feelings died out. After the American Civil War, British and 

the United States grew closer together. And by the time of the 20th century we have American, Britain 

and Canada becoming allies in two world wars.  

 

Ron Dale:  Even Switzerland has been at war with her neighbors more recently than Canada and the 

United States have been. And that two centuries and growing of peace and respect and friendship and 

brotherhood basically, is something that I think had to be earned. That I always think that friendship, 

that alliance was forged in the fires of the War of 1812. And perhaps annealed and hardened in the blood 

of the sacrifices made during that war. 

 

Walter Borneman:  Sometimes the War of 1812 is sort of lost between the American Revolution and the 

Civil War. But I think it really is a very defining moment.  

 

Donald Hickey:  This was a formative period in American history. Americans were eager to figure out 

who they were, where they were headed, what kind of image they might project to the rest of the world.  

 

The War of 1812 gave us a number of symbols and sayings that help us define who we were. Sayings 

like “don’t give up the ship,” “we’ve met the enemy and they are ours.” And symbols like the USS 

Constitution, which had such magnificent success in its cruises during the war.  And the national 

anthem, which was written as a direct result of Fort McHenry’s survival of a British bombardment.  And 

even Uncle Sam made his first appearance during the War of 1812. So we have this mix of sayings and 

symbols which had become part of our public memory, helping us to define who we are and how we 

relate to the rest of the world and where we’re headed. 

 

Rick Hill:  The big legacy to the War of 1812 for us is that it diminished our ability to be 

Haudenosaunee. To be one people living under one law. We have overcome a lot, we’re still here. But 

we’re a very divided people even today.  

 

Robert Miller: The official policy towards American Indians has always been one that was stated by 

George Washington in a letter in 1783 that he wrote to the Congress. He compared the Indian people to 
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animals. And he literally said that we do not have to fight Indians, we will get their lands when we want 

them. And that was an official letter of advice to the Congress September 1783. 

 

Rick Hill:  My father from Canada, my mother from New York, didn’t have much memory about this 

war. They it’s almost like we lost the sense of what it was all about. It was so bad it’s a repressed 

memory.  But we inherited a certain kind of trauma from that, certain tension around it, nobody could 

kind of understand that. For my own life I’ve tried to mediate the difference, try to say we’re all one 

people. Let’s look at this. Let’s forget about those animosities, let’s quit calling ourselves “Canadians” 

and “Americans.” Cause we’re still the Haudenosaunee.  So despite all of that I feel that the ultimate 

lesson learned is that if we don’t stick together, if we don’t follow our own law, we don’t believe in 

ourselves as one people, one blood, living in one on one land with one law, then we are destined to 

become paupers in our own land. 

 

John Grodzinski: Well the lessons of the War of 1812, there are many. From the military perspective, 

and particularly within the 19th century, it’s evident that if you’re going to enter into a war you have to 

be ready for it.  

 

E. Jack Langguth: We can learn from the War of 1812, because some of its lessons are timeless. 

Probably the single greatest one is not to assume that because we have good intentions our intervention 

in other people’s lives and countries are going be taken at our face value. They believed in that time, in 

1812, that the Americans would be greeted as liberators in Canada, that the Canadians basically wanted 

to be part of the United States. They didn’t have any objective, evidence for this, but it was just 

assumed.  

 

Victor Suthren:  Even though we have found a mythology of victory on all sides, with the exception of 

the of the Indians, in this war the fact that the war ended with thousands dead and thousands more 

maimed and wounded for essentially no result, for status quo ante bellum, suggests that unless you 

really have a winnable aim, and unless it’s a war that you justly believe in, that war is ultimately futile 

and ends up being a bloody confrontation between people who should never have fought at all. 

 

 


